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To the Right Honourable the Lords 
 Commiſſoners of Trade and Plan- 


tations, 


The following Eſſay is moſt humbly ſubmitted. 
My Lok ps, 


HA is now propoſed for your 
Wer Lordſhips peruſal (ſome ſmall Vari- 
e ations, excepted) was deſigned to ap- 
Rez pear during the ſitting of the laſt Par- 
Ne EA liament at the Time the Honourable 
the Houſe of Commons was conſidering of proper 
Methods to prevent the pernicious Practice of 
Smuggling, Running, or Owling Wool, the 
Growth of Great Britain and Ireland, to Foreign 
Parts, Unmanufactured, or not fully Manufactured. 
But that Houſe coming to a Reſolution, that your 
Lordſhips ſhould conſider what was neceſſary to be 
done in the Premiſes, and make a Report with your 
Opinion thereon, to the ſucceeding Parliament, it 
was Poſtponed, and I ſhould with great Difficulty 
have prevailed upon myſelt to appear now, believing 
with that Honourable Houle your Lordſhips equal 
to the Undertaking, whoſe proper and Hoenoura- 
ble Employments are the Guardianſhip and Care of 
the Trade of this Kingdom, by much the greateſt 
any Nation in Europe can boaſt of, or perhaps 


au 
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any other on this Globe, and that part in Queſtion 
the moſt valuable Branch of it. | 

But your Lordſhips, contrary to the Self-ſuffi- 
ciency of ſome of the Authors who have wrote 
upon this Subject, have by publick Advertiſement 
in the Gazette, deſired ſuch who have any Thing 
to offer on that Subje& to let you know of it; I 
therefore, my Lords, ſhall give my Thoughts, and 
ſhould they not be found ſo uſeful (as I humbly 
hope and am in Opinion they may) I ſhould think 
myſelf an Enemy to my Country, as well as un- 
dutiful to your Lordſhips if I ſhould ſtifle them; 
therefore I will endeavour to imitate your Lord- 
ſhips Example, and behave with all the Modeſty 
the Subject will admit of; and ſhall lay before you 
the beſt Probabilities I can collect, to Anſwer the 
End demanded, and cure every Defect, with your 
Lordſhips Improvement, that at Preſent is, or here- 
after may be, if carefully adhered to: And as 
what I ſhall offer is more deſigned for the Pub- 
lick Good, than my own private Advantage, I 
ſhall be glad to be ſet right in any Particular 
wherein I ſhall err; and then I am well aſſured 
the Premiſes laid down will have ſuch effect, that 
your Lordſhips muſt be truely inform'd in any Thing 
wherein I am deficient, If I ſhould fail in Diction 
or Methad, I am perſuaded your Lordſhips will 
excuſe it as not abſolutely neceſſary in a Treatiſe 
on Trade, |; 

I am now, my Lords, to acquaint you with the 
mags Articles chat will be touched upon in this 
May ; and ſhall begin firſt with examining what 
has been faid on the Subject in Queſtion by the 
ſeveral Authors who have wrote upon it (to wit) 
Mur, the Author of the Golden Fleece; WERZͥ 
BER, LONDON, and the DRA PER, 
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The two firſt wrote without any deſign of caſting 
Odium or Reflection on the Government; but 
WeBBER and the reſt of them have wrote like 
Men inliſted under the Banner of Sedition ; their 
Works are calculated for thoſe Purpoſes as well as 
with ſiniſter Views to themſelves, being full of un- 
warrantable and ſcandalous Exaggerations and Cal- 
culations drawn from wrong Principles and Com- 
putations, unfairly given both as to Price, Quantity, 
and Time, 

I would not, my Lords, be underſtood in any 
Manner to favour the Smugglers of our Wool, 
for I think if but 20,000 Packs inſtead of 500,000 
(as the above Authors infinuate and aſſert) ſhould 
annually be ſent abroad, our Nation would ſuffer 
more than a Million Sterling ; and we had better 
ſettle ſuch a Penſion on any Foreign Dominion 
than indulge them in the manner aforeſaid, which 
may be ſhewn hereafter ; as alſo ſeveral other Cauſes 
that affect the Woollen Manufacture, beſides Smug- 
gling and contribute to its Decay (I hope worthy 
your Lordiſhips Conſideration) with ſome Propoſals 
to effect their Cure, and reſtore the ſaid Trade to its 
antient Vigour and Strength. For as Children for 
want of good Nurſing, may grow Ricketty, ſo 
Trade, my Lords, in general, and every particular, 
if not well attended and taken care of, will grow 
Weak and Feeble, and become burthenſome to the 
Nation, that otherwiſe would be of the greateſt 
Service. It has been ſaid indeed by ſome, that 
Trade ſhould be under no Reſtraint, for it will na- 
turally find its proper Channel if its left to run its 
own Courſe, and enrich thoſe who carry it properly 
on: Which is true as to Individuals 3 but the con- 
trary is the National and publick Intereſt. For 
Trade may be profitable to Particulars, that's to- 
totally detrimental to the Publick, therefore ought 


to be reſtrained. There is alſo Trade where In- 
| B 2 dividuals 
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dividuals loſe and the Nation gains, and Trade that 
is Reciprocall : Others that may be carried on to a 
National Advantage, though managed by Barter, 
where the Ballance is paid by Us in Money : All 
and every of which, tho? well known to your Lord- 
ſhips may be ſhewn to the Publick. 

1 ſhall farther exhibit Calculations of my own 
in various ways, by none of which I can find any 
Probability there is any near Thing the Quantity of 
Wool, of the Growth of Great Britain and Ireland, 
that is ſaid to be ſent Abroad Annually. In which (I 
wiſh for the Publick Good) I may be miſtaken, but 
Iam afraid the loweſt of my Calculations makes more 
than will be found to grow amongſt Us ; but that 
cannot be ſufficiently demonſtrated till an Account 
is taken by Regiſter ; yet I ſhould imagine a pretty 
near View may be taken, and it would not be a- 
miſs to attempt it, that it may be known when the 
Act ſhall paſs how to fix the Expence at ſuch a 
Rate, that the Government may not be loſers, nor 
the Growers opprels'd. Therefore, I ſhall give 
my Thoughts how it may be done ; and what Fo- 
reign Wool, and in what Manufacture, two Packs 
of Foreign Wool will mix with one of ours. And 
I deny that ſuch Wool as they have repreſented 
the French and Dutchto be, will do this. 

I ſhall farther attempt to make a probable Cal- 
culation of the Quantity of Woollen Goods made 
at Home, with the Price of Labour, and the 
Wool in moſt of the forts of Goods; and conclude 
with my own Opinion as to the publick Regiltry, 
and in what manner it may be managed, and the 
number of Hands neceſſary, with fome other Ob- 
ſervations not yet treated upon. 0 
Mr. Mu x, in his Preface, tells us in the Year 
1723, he was about purchaſing 100 Packs of 
Wool at Newpsr, in the Iſle of Fight, which he 
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not taking was ſold to France, as he was informed. 
That in the Years 1725, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35» 
and 36, he was Abroad, and ſaw landed in the 
ſeveral Years what I compute about a thouſand 
Packs of Engliſh or Iriſþ Wool; and believes 
that Foreigners have our Wool, otherwiſe they 
could not carry on their Stuff Manufactury. (Pos- 
SIBLY IT MAY BE so) But I ſhould apprehend Wool 
fo mixed as ours is, Fine and Long, blended with theirs, 
that is ſhort, Sour and Courſe, beſides Sticheld Hair, 
leſſen the Value of the Commodity ED in 
Proportion to the Quantity of the bad mixed with 
the good, as ours doth Cloth when mixed with Spaniſh 
Wool ; and he far differing from Mr, Lonpon, 
(who makes the beſt Wool but 4.1. per Pack) owns 
that the Wool which groweth betwixt Hewford, Roſs, 
and the Old Gore, was ſold at Hewford and Roſs 
Fairs for 201. per Pack; and that the Wool of the. 
South, down in Suſſex, is pretty near as valuable, 

His Introduction is, that the Wealth of a Na- 
tion conſiſts in the Multitude of its Inhabitants 
thereby employed in the Manufactury of Materials 
of their own Growth, for their own and Foreign 
Conſumption ; and tells us that the Wool of Great 
Britain and Ireland hath ſuch a ſuperior Quality 
in it, that if we ſuffer it not to be Owled, but Ma- 
nufacture it at home, it will command ſuch Trade 
as will be better to Us than the Mines of Peru and 
Mexico are to Spain, 

He farther ſays that the Wool coveted Abroad 
and Owled, is chiefly combing Wool, tho? there 
is long Wool grows in North Holland, Zealand, 
and about Ghent and Lovain, but no ways equal 
to ours in Goodneſs, fo infers that ours is Owled 
there in large Parcels; but no where pretends to name 
the Yuantity : Whereas Mr. WzBBeRr, Lox pov, 
and the DrAyER have aſſured it to be 500,000 
Packs 


) 


Packs Yearly, which J apprehend to he above 
100,000 Packs more than grows in both Kingdoms, 
He then enumerates the ſeveral ſorts of Goods 
made of combed Wool only, and what Sort of 


Goods are mixed with it, (viz.) of combing Wool, 
Silk, Cotton, Mohair, Spinnel, or Linnen; and 


the French making all theſe Commodities, he ima- 
gines it muſt be with our Wool ; and mentions 


likewiſe upwards of 200 different Trades depend- 


ing on the Woollen Manufactury. He introduces 
even the Parſon and Landlord as intereſted in 
the ſame ; which is true (if we take in all that are 
remotely related to it) and in this Senſe the whole 
Natton are intereſted in every Manufacture we have; 
we all depending one on another, And as they fill us 
with People and conſume the Produce of our Land, 
which gives Value to it, the ſame Value returns again 


from the Gentleman to the Peaſant, Tradeſman, La- 


bourer, &c. 

He further ſays, that if we keep not our Wool 
at home unmanufactured, the French and Flem- 
mings, who rival us in that Branch by help of our 
own Wool, underworking us 30/. per Cent, as 
alſo making a better Commodity, (tho* of mix'd 


Wool) that they underſel us 10 or 12 per Cent. 


in Foreign Markets. 

That if we ſuffer our Wool to go abroad, our 
Manufactures muſt follow it; they then will ſerve 
us as before Queen Elizabeth's Time they did with 
the Woollen Manufactury for our own uſe. He 
ſays the Foreigners have Laws among themſelves to 
keep down the Price of Labour, which our other 
Authors want to have advanced here: how far the 
above Obſervations deſerve the Conſideration of Par- 
liament may be ſhewed bereafter, 

The Author of the Golden Fleece in the ſame 
Manner the other hath done, but with a different 

regard 
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regard to the Manufacturers, after, quoting two or 
three Acts of Parliament to prevent the exporting 
our Wool and Fuller's Earth, now of little uſe to 
4s, aſſerts that Spaniſh Wool can't be uſed unleſs 
mix*d with ours; In which he is much miſtaken, 
for there is no Wool but Spaniſh in our ſuperſine 
Cloths (the Eiſt excepted) as Munn bas alſo fully 
ſhewn in his Treatiſe. * 
He makes a Declaration in Favour of the La- 
bourers, who he would have protected and encou- 
raged in their ſeveral Callings, ſo as may enable 
them to live comfortably by the Fruits of their 
Labour ; and as they contribute to the Welfare of 
their Country, it 1s but reaſonable the Legiſlature 
ſhould give them Encouragement and. Protection, 
the Labour of the meaner ſort of People being of 
too great Value to be neglected or be deſpiſed by 
a Trading Nation, much leſs the Manufacturers; 
And as we can't but be ſenſible that their Mainte- 
nance and Labour is much dearer than in other 
Nations; yet notwithſtanding they have in Pro- 
portion the ſame right to ſubſiſt, and wants to ſup- 
ply, which cannot be obtained but by keeping our 
Wool at home. 

He then gives us a Calculation what Hands are 
neceſſary to Manufacture three Packs in one Week, 
and indeed gives a ſülſicient Price to maintain our 
Labourers well, as under. oy 

If he means Packs of Wool clear of waſte, which 
is full &, as I do in my laſt Calculation, then 1 
emplry,o36 Hands where he employs but 365. 


(8.) 
One Pack of Wool made into Broad 
Cloth. 


1 To Sort and Dry it 
Dying and Cleaning 


4 Boys 8 0 a edrit» 2 


30 Wan Girls to Card and Spin it 6 © 
4 Boys to Spool and Wind Quills — © 10 


, 18 $toScour it, full, row, and preſt 3 4 


8 Wan 4 16 
4 Women to Burle it — 0 12 


58 ina Week will earn —iv— 19 8 
One Ditto Combing Wool for Stuffs. 


6 Combers at 12s. 

Dying, &c. —- — 10 

120 Spinners, at 2s, 3d. — ——— 13 10 

10 Throwers and Daublers, at 85. — 4 o 

22 Weavers, at 10s... — 11 o 

2 a 

158 1 
One Ditto an! Stockings. 

9 Combers, at 10s. O 

Dying, Oc. — . 110 0 

76 Spinners — 13 0 o 

O 

O 


3 
0 
1 


8 
10 
8 


— — 
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© 


— 12 


9 09300 


© 


4 10 


8 Doublers and Throwers ——— — 2 8 


56 Weavers, at 12 $,——— 7 12 
149 | 55 O 0 


Total Hands employed 365, Sum 


which is about 5s. and 11 d. fer Week, one with 
another for Labour. 
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By the aforeſaid Account, it muſt follow 
as often as 50,000 Packs are Owled, ſo( 1,800,000 
often will Great Britain 4%. 
And ſo often will the Number of Per- 
ſons out of Employment be 117,3 53. | 
Beſides it's a received Opinion, that 
00,000 Patks by Connivance, &c. 
= ſent Abroad, by which Great Bri-C 924292290 
tain loſes if but half the Quantity. 
And the Number of Manufacturers deprived of 
Employment will be 352,059, 
Beſides the Dimunition of the Merchants Profits, 
and the hurt done to our Navigation, and tho the 
Quantity be more or leſs it will bear the ſame Pro- 
portion, . 
He barps ſtill on the ſame String, and ſaith, the 
ſuppoſed Quantity is 300,000 Packs. Bui ſhould 
it be but 150,000, that will work with $00,000 
of Foreign, and produce a Manufacture of 45, 000 
Packs; fo then if the 150000 Packs were kept at 
home, Turkey, Spain, Portugal, and other Foreign 
Countries would want from Great Britain 45,0000 
Packs in Room of the like Quantity furniſhed by 
other Countries; who in this Caſe would have none 1 
of theſe Manufactured Goods, which muſt of Courſe | 
increaſe the Demand here, and advance the Prices, | 
gives an Example to prove it, and ſays we may If 
fix our own Price, as the Hollander, do in their | 
Spices. (Theſe would be happy Times indeed.) : 
He propoſcs a Method to prevent Smugling, 
one Penny per Pound, or 20s. per Pack, Duty 
on Wool, and a general Regiſter ; and that the 
Duty on Hides, Candles, Soap, painted Silks, and 
Starch be taken off, which produces Grofs 388, 1 694, 
Communibus Annis for five Years paſt, beginning 
at 1734, and faith the Nation will not pay one 
C Shilling 


J. 
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Shilling in lieu of ten, tho? the leaſt Sum propoſed 
to be raiſed is 600000 J. annually by Woo „out 
of which is to be paid for | 


* 


J. 
J. 600000 
Twenty four Regiſter Ships 239201 
For Charges of Officers— 13742 
» Taxes — k 5709 | 
For Ditto Candles 13495 > 62618 
Taxes —— 824 | | 
On Soap 9490 | 
Taxes — 438 


Neat Produce 537382 


He allows that he may be miſtaken in the quan- 
tity of Wool, but anſwers when that is known the 
neceſſary Sum may be raiſed; /o it. may happen 10 
be a Duty of 40s. per Pack, on Wool, which will at 
preſent be a very unpopular Tax ; And bad we pay 
but 15. in lien of 105. is a Myſtery, when the Tax 
taken off is leſs than the Tax th be impoſed, 

Now to Mr. WEIBER: He tells us in his De- 
dication to my Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, 
and Common Council of the City of London, the 
Damage ſuſtained to Great Britain, in ſuffering 
France to have our Wool unwrought in ſuch a man- 
ner, that we grow every Day poorer and France 
richer. $3 

That exporting our Wool is our Weakneſs and 
their Strength, by which they have been enabled 
to improve their Manufacturies, who work cheaper 
than we, can ſupplant us, and underſel us in Fo- 
reign Markets. 

That an effectual Remedy hath been often ſtu- 


died, but invented never *till now; which he offers 
aud ventures to call it an effectual one, becaule allow- 


cd 
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ed by all that underſtand Trade, and not denyed to 
be ſuch by any of the Miniſtry; by which he will 
undertake under any Penalty, to bring from Fo- 
reigners into the Treaſury, annually a Million, and 
to the Intereſt of Land and Trade about ſeven 
Millions, ſo chat the King and his Subjects have 
loſt above ſixty Millions, and France has gained 
above twice as much, by his Scheme not being ac- 
cepted near nine Years ſince, tho? recommended by 
the hands of more then 600000 Traders, the 
Da AER ſays Woolen Traders. (This is only ay 
Ipſe Dixit, | | 

In his Remonſtrance to my Lord Mayor, &c. 
and Addreſs to the Prince of Vales, he ſays he 
might have ſaid inſtead of ſeven, more than 
20, ooo, ooo; then the loſs to Exgland would have 
been 180,000,000, and 360,000,000 gained to 
France (a monſtrous Sum to be loſt by us, and gained 
by the French in ſo ſmall a Time,) but the worthy 
DaAPER has improved this Loſs td more than 
200,000,000, and France's Gain to above 
490,000,000, ; | 

That he applyed to his Majeſty, who ordered 
the Attorney General to form a Charter, but an 
Act of Parliament being thought to be neceſſiry, 
tho' he hath applyed ever fiace (notwithſtanding 
his Scheme is ſo beneficial) hath not been able ro 
obtain one, nor acceſs to his Majeſty to repreſent 
Matters to him; for he hath either been refuſcd Ad- 
mittance, or not allowed time to ſpeak. 

Therefore he intreats them for their own ſakes, 
their Families, their Countries, their Kings, to Pe- 
tition the Parliament, or addreſs his Majeſty that 
his Scheme may be conſidered, and he heard 
and if he is a bold and ignorant Pretender, he 
ſubmits to be Puniſh'd, &c, But if Truth is of his 

C 2 ſide 
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fide, to be regarded; for he will ſhew we muſt 
be ruin'd unavoidably, if we don't prevent owling 


our Wool, which can be done no way (not by 
Officers) but by an univerſal Regiſter and a Char- 


ter. | 

He fays Page the 4th, that unmanufactured Wool 

at the Peace of Ry/twick ſold from 12 to 14 and 16 
Pounds per Pack, and ſome Pages after it now ſells 
from 41. 10s. to 41, per Pack, 
Page 6th, that the intelligent Reader may not 
doubt the want of Hands, a Ro Nobleman in- 
formed him that he had taken the pains to procure 
an Eſtimate of the number of Poor on the Pariſh 
Books in England, and found 1400,000, 300,000 
of which were Orphans or Perſons uncapable to 
Works the remaining 1100,000 were fit for La- 
bour. 

Page the 8th. In 1703, Wool roſe from 9g and 11 
Pounds, to 12 and 14 Pounds per Pack, and our 
Manufactures were in Proportion; this Price held 
"till 1707. In 1708 it fell again, as he ſays by 
Owling, or Smugling; for thoſe that were in the 
French Intereſt, uſed to Ship Wool without Con- 
voy, which was ſure to be taken, 

And that a Merchant offered to join with him 
in running Wool to France, promiling to procure 
a French Pals, which might be had for three 8 
which he refuſed. Then Wool fell to 8 7. 105. 
which the French mix'd with theirs, not worth 
more then 2 J. or 2 J. 10 5. per Pack; by which 
means the French underſold us, and Wool continu- 
ed falling till it fell to 71. or 71. 105. But in the 
Year 1719, the Plague broke out in France, and 
our Wool role to 121], a Pack; Thele Facts he 
ſays undeniably ſhew, the cauſe of the Riſe and 
Fail of our Wool and the Manufacturers thereof; 
as allo point out a Method for their Cure, _ 

0 
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He believes it to be true, that 800,000 Packs. 

are grown in Great Britain and Ireland, and that 

France hath 500,000 of them yearly, and faith, 
whenever we are at War with France, our Manu- 
factures advance. | : 

Page 14. That Labour is ſo cheap here now, 
that thirty-two are employed to do the Work of 
twelve : That the Maſter may rob each Journeyman 
1s, per Week; which Agreement each of them 
ſhall allow, under Pretence of Lodging, tho' they 
have none from him ; by which Means he hath 
known a Journeyman have no more than 4 d. 2 to 
receive on Saturday Night for the Support of him- 
ſelf and Family; (the ſame frequently happens where 
Fourneymen earn 14. 5. per Week) inſtead of receiving 
4 d. 2 run in Debt. 

That in the Year 1698, 150,000 J. Value of 
Woollen Goods was bought at Briſtol Fair, in eight 
Days, by Dutch and Spaniſh Merchanrs, beſides 
what was ſhipped from Minehead, Barnſtable, Bid- 
deford, Topſham, or Exon, along the South Chan- 
nel, London, Bocking, Baintree, Norwich, and Yar- 
mouth, and what was exported from Ireland, which 
then had a free Trade from Cork, Youghal, Water- 
ford, and Dublin, 


N. B. Bocking and Baintree are no Ports, neither 
was ever any Goods ſent from thence abroad, hut 
firſt underwent ſome Manufacture from London. 
Yarmouth is the Port to Norwich, but itfelf a 
Place of no Manufacture in the Moollen Way, 
no Matter, it tells and adds to the Number of 
Places, therefore feveils the Account, and mag- 
nifies what be is Writing upon, an Exavgera- 
tion no body has taken notice of, nor any other 
of the ſame kind, thy” be and his Brother Au- 
bor abound in em. 
He 
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He farther ſaith, that he was told by a Great 
Man that there was no need of a Regiſter, when 
we might command Foreign Markets, by under. 
working them, viz. the French, and lowering the 
Price of Engliſh Labour, To which he anſwers, 
it is much better to hinder our Neighbours from 
carrying any Goods there; neither is it poſſible, 
while the French have our Wool to do it, which is 
fo low already, the Labourers can't ſubſilt ; beſides, 
it's notorious, the higher Labour is, our Country 
gets the more by it, and greater Riches is brought 
into the Country. In his Regiſter be values Labour 
at 60 l. per Pack. | 

Mr, Lowpow next calls for Inſpection ; he ſays 
Mr. WEB BIER put Labour at 3s, 4d. per Pound 
manufacturing, becauſe he would not be thought᷑ to 
value the Price too high, and thereby offend, tho? 
joins in Opinion with him, it ought to be 5 s. per 
Pound; but I don't find Mr. WEBBER bath made 
any Eſtimation of the Value of Labour in manufac- 
turing a Pack of Wool, but in his Regiſter, and there 
he ſays he hath made the Fine 5 5. per Pound, it be- 
ing worth thereabouts manufatturing. 

Further, That the Woollen Manufactury in 
England is of more Conſequence than the Linnens, 
and all the other Manufactures, it employing more 
Hands than all put together. As indeed they muſt 
if the following Calculation was true, but he talks of 
the Advantages of our Manufactures too far to follow 
him, ſo ll proceed to his Calculation. — 


He 
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[ . 
He aich its compute 
tooo, ooo Packs of Wool 
ows arinually here, which 
a, as when confined to 16,000,000 


our owt Manufaftutes at 
16 J. per Pack, is 

Labour and Profit in 
working at ſuch Times at >40,000,000 
40 y ** P ack. 
: 56, 000,000 
1 

As now ſold | — 4, ooo, oo 

Labour and Profit of 500,000 
Packs, at the preſent Price — 10,000,000 


>. A. 


1 


14, 000, oo 


Therefore is to our ; Diſidrantige 42,000,000 J. by 
which it appears the Nation loſes no leſs than 
42000,000 J. Sterling yearly, beſides what the land- 
ed Intereſt ſuffers by Poor's Rates, made to ſupport 
them, which in Time will become ſe numerous, 
that the whole Revenue of all the Lands will not 
ſupport them, On the other hand, France, by get- 
ting 500,000 Packs of our Wool, can work up a 
Million and a half of their own. | 

Then the Labour only at 295 per Pack, will 
amount to 523, oo, ooo J. as he hath put it, but 
truly caſt up, ſhould have been 70,000,000]. Sterling 
annually. 

He alſo gives a Calculation, wherein he makes 
it appear, that there is annually 1274000 Packs of 
Wool growing in Great Britain and Ireland, He 
ſays, that by the Toll, Books it appears there are 
36000 Sheep and Lambs brought into Smithfield 
Market weekly, and ſo many ſlaughtered, br 

' Wee 
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Week with another throughout the Year. Then 
as the Country hath ſeven times as many People as 


ſome ſay, but he puts them at no more than ſix, 
and they living a ſoberer Life than the People in 


Town, muſt be ſuppoſed. to eat more plentiful 


than they do here; however, he will allow they eat 


in proportion, which makes 210,000 killed week- 


ly, which multiplied by 52, then by 4, which is 
what the Farmers compute to be a proper Propor- 
tion betwixt the Breeding Stock and Stock for 
Slaughter, viz. they will have the Lambs they keep 
unſlaughtered at next Shear-time to make up the 
ſlaughtered Stock, tho' 4 of laſt Year's grown 
Stock be killed ; which Stock multiply. by 4, be- 
cauſe he eſtimates each Fleece to weigh 4 lb. the 
— for. each Year divided by 240, the Pounds 
or one Pack will be, for Eng- | 
Lond -anly -—- * c 728000 Packs. 
As Scotland is of leſs Extent) 
than England for Tillage, and 
leſs fertile, it will be ſufficient 132900 
to allow 1 · — — ) | | 
Tireland being not one fourth. 2 
leſs than England, but is full as 
fertile, and taken up chiefly 
with Feeding, it hath been 
judged by ſome, who have taken , p 
great Pains throughly to in- Jo 
form themſelves that it has near 
as many Sheep as in England; 
but ſuppoſe we only ſay half the 
Quantity, 5 J. | 4 


— — — — 


000 


1274000 Packs. 


Then ſays 250,000 Packs is ſufficient to cloath 
14000, 00 People, fo concludes the remaining 
x” 7 50,000 
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50,000 Packs will bring in manufactured at 

ome, and ſent abroad where People cannot ſub- 
ſiſt without them, 42000, ooo /. clear Profit to 
the Nation. Farther yet, the Rigour of the laſt 
Winter Seaſon, and the Decay of Trade, muſt 
have encreaſed the 1400, ooo upon the Pariſh 
Books to 2000, ooo in England; which confider- 
ing how every Thing is taxed, the neceſſary Ex- 
pences of the Government to be ſupported, how 
Fleets and Armies can be maintained; all the Land 
in the three Kingdoms will not do it; nothing but 
Trade, nothing but the Woollen Trade, and that 
by Regiſtry and Charter. 

As to the DRA ER he bath advanced nothing of 
his own ; he hath been only a ſort of Eccho to Mr. 
WBI EI and Mr. Low pon, and furniſhed many 
Inſinuations againſt the Government, and ſcems rather 
one who bath been uſed to write for Pay, and it's 
more than an even Beit, The DRAPER Confuted ig 
his own ; ſo I ſhall only give ſome of his Abſurdities, 
and collect ſome of his Rhetorical Scandal. 

Farther, my Lords, I am to make good my Charge 
upon Mr. WEBBER and his Aſſociates, and here 1 
am at a Loſs ta paint them in their proper Colours: 
Had the DRayER underſtood what be treated upon, 
and could have wrote honeſtly, be might with greater 
Juſtice and Reputation have moved the Paſſions of 
bis Readers, and inſtilled proper Reſentments in them 
to thoſe Pretenders his Aſſociates, rather than have 
taken their falſe Aſſertions, deceitſul Calculations and 
Exaggerations by the Lump, together with their vile 
Injinuations againſt the Government, and put them 
into ſuch @ Dreſs as bath ſiruck Terror into many 
of his Majeſty's Subjects, and put Arguments into 
the Mouths of the Enemies of our Country, that tend 
to ſtir up Rebellion, rather ibau promote any Good 10 
us z ta which if any Oppoſition is given by way of 

D Alleviation, 
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Alleviation, the Reply is, Damn them, why don't 
they anſwer ; which was one Motive to this Eſſay. 

' Therefore I ſhall firſt premiſe, that whoever addref- 
ſes himſelf to the Crown, thre the Adminiſtration, 
(which is undoubtedly the propereſt Method ) whether 
it be for his own or the Publick Benefit (which is ge- 
nerally the Pretence) ought to approach the Throne 
with the utmoſt Humility ; and tho he may dignify 
and embelliſh his Stile fit for the Audience of the Royal 
Ear, and move his Majeſty to order his Petition to 
be confider*d, yet he ought not to deviate from Truth 
in any Circumſtance, even to a private Man, by Ex- 
aggerations or otherwiſe, much leſs to his moſt ſacred- 
Majeſty ;, neither ſhould he ſtifle any Circumſtance he 
is aſſured will be for his King and Country's Advan- 
tage upon any Conſideration whatever, 

T ſhall begin with Mr. Webber and his Aſſociates 
Behaviour to the King, and ſhall make ſome ſmall 
Animadverſions upon them, and leave it to the Opi- 
nion of your Lordſhips and the Publick, whether my 
Charge is juſtly founded, or not, but find myſelf un- 
der a Neceſſity to repeat more of their Proceedings, 
which I ſhail obſerve as I go on. 

The DRAPER /ays that his Scheme when offered 
40 his Majeſty, was recommended by the Hands off 
above 600,000 wonllen Traders, Had this Recom- 
mendation been delivered by any Man, but the Honeſt, 
the Juſt, and Religious Mr. WEBBER, I ſhould 
have thought it Fiftitious, and made under a Hedge 
as ſham Briefs are, by which they may cheat ibe 
Country: But the Fuſtices of the Peace correct them 
cohen catched by a good Whipping, or bring them to 
Quarter Seſſions, and make them mount the Raſtrum. 
Therefore ſhould his be ſuch, how ought he to be treated 
to impoſe it upon the Crown, | 

For my part, I can make no more in my higheſt 
Calculation than 933966 Hands, Men, Women and 

| Children, 
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Children, - that. are properly employed in the wollew 
Manufattures of Great Britain and Ireland, ths [ 
allow near zds more bands than the Golden Fleeces; 
and the Women and Children are about 8 to 1. There- 
fore. where be pick'd up more than 600,000 woollen 
Traders, is a Myſtery, for I never heard of one 
Iriſhman hat would ſign it. So the number muſt be 
got in Great Britain; and if his Traders are the 
heads of Families, allowing 5 to a Houſe, be was recom- 
mended by the Repreſentatives of 3000,000 of Souls, 
obich is full, if not more than +5. of this I/land ; yet 
thoſe who.wwere conver/ant with Traders never heard 
any thing of it, till he thought fit to publiſh its 
Neither have they met with, or heard of any one 
Trader that ſigned his ſaid Recommendation. It mult 
left to the Government to look into it if thought 


roper. | . 
, 2 farther proceed to him and his Colleagues 
Behaviour to the King, bis Miniſters, the Legiſla- 

ture, and the Publick : And firſt, _ SY 
In his Letter, page 4, WIENER ſaith, that at 
the Peace of Ry/wick, Wool fold from 12 to 14 
and 16 J. per Pack. That the Dutch and other 
Merchants came to Brito! Fair, bought r 50,000 /. 
worth of Woollen Goods in 8 days; and from 
that Time makes his Compariſon betwixt the 
Woollen Trade then, and now, and ſaith that 
Wool which then fold from 14 to 167. per Pack, 
is now ſold from 4 to. ; /. but ſuch as is made fit for 
Manufacture may fetch 6 /, © This gives me ſome 
* Reaſon to believe Mr. WI IBE R had not his 
Education in England, but takes this Story 
* on Trult, or by - hearſay, being miſtaken * in 
* point of Time, not but there is Truth in the 
* Story, with regard to combing Wool, and it he 

* knew it he is very fallacious in ſuppreſſing the 
* Reaſon Wool and Woollen Goods bore fo ex- 
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* orbitant a Price as he mentions 3 the Year as T 
remember was 1695, when Queen Mary dyed, 
or 1696 at fartheſt, when Guineas paſſed Cur- 
rent at 305. and Foreign Gold in Proportion. 
This occaſioned Foreigners to hurry over their 
Gold, and inveſt it in the woollen Manufactures 
ot Great Britain, by which they ſuffered much, 
for Paſture Wool, which ſold at that Time at a 
Guinea per Tod or 91. per Pack, jumpt up to 
40 5. per Todd or, 161. to 16 J. 105. per Pack, 
and woollen Goods in Proportion, to the loſs of 
Foreigners go per Cent. or thereabouts : Which T 
demonſtrate thus, 100 Guineas which paſſed before 
that Time for 22 5. amounted to 110 J. which 
when laid out in Goods, bought 150 J. worth of 
woollenGoods at the advanced Price. One hundred 
Tod of Wool which coſt 105 J. was ſold for 200 J. 
But ſuch a Thing never happened before or ſince 
in Trade, thereiore ought not to be brought as 
a Preſident ; for Wool rote in greater Propor- 
tion to the riſe ot Gold, and in the fame Propor- 
tion fell, and was lower within the Year than it 
was before, and never roſe to 12 /. per Pack ſince 
in the Fleece (ſome ſmall quantities growing in 
Lincolnſhire, and ſome part of Leiceſterſhire ex- 
cepted.) He can't find any ſuch Price given for 
Romney Marſh Wool.“ 

Mr. Lonpon who is a great Calculator, tho? 
© he hath made ſome odd Omiſſions and Blunders 
(as they have all done.) In his firſt Calculation 
he gives Britain the Manufacture of 500,000 
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N. B. The Mool we are treating of, is, what is ſaid to be 
Run or Smugled, for we grow chathing Wool, now <vorth more 
than 20 l. per Pack, but that's nat ſaid to be Run. Indeed neither 
French vor Dutch wart it, for they bave Spur.iſh Wool will come 
within that Price, and fome at j of that Price. 
| © Packs 
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* Packs of Wool at 20 J. per Pack, which I wiſh 
« was true, : | 


By which Labour alone amounts o 10,000,000 

7) the Nation for Woo! manufactured 

at home. . 

3 1 at home, an 5 12,000,000 
Sent Abroad Wool to the amount of 2000,0001. at 
his ſcandalous Price. 

But I believe 12,000,000 is much more than all 
our woollen Manufaftures amount to, or ever did, 
for any Year, except the [Year aforeſaid. 

He fays the 500,000 Packs ſent abroad, will 
work up 1500,000 Packs of theirs, bur hath the 
Modeſty to mix no more than 1000, ooo, for which 
he allows the French 35 l. per Pack for Labour, 
and gives France 175 l. for what he gives us but 
1001. yet makes them underſell us, which can't be 
tho? they mix bad Wool with our good Wool; 
yet two Pages before gives Reaſons why the 
French underwork us, viz. their wearing neither 
Shoes or Stockings, unleſs wooden Shoes ; ſome 
who work hard ſtuffed with Hay, and hardly 
any Thing but Rags on their Backs, and living 
© on a few Herbs pick'd in the Fields, to make 
© Soup, Meagre, and eat Snails and Frogs, to be 
found in every Ditch and Hedge, and eats dry 
Bread and Salt, and drinks nothing but Wa- 
© ter, or Water mix*d with a little Cyder. Pack 

Again, where he makes his Cal- rom 
© culation of our Growth to amount to 27700 

He omits Lamb and Felt Wool, 


© which at 10 l. per Cent. as I haves 127400 
© made it, 


5 2,000,000 


„ . 4 Ba. 


Added together 1401400 
So ſlips over 401400 Packs as a Bagatell — 
Wort 
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© worth minding, tho* more than we grow in Greats 
* Britain and Ireland, and as I humbly apprehend 
© 1s more than groweth in France, notwithſtanding 
© he gives them 1400,000 Packs to mix with 
500,000 of ours. 

© [ ſhall now make a Tranſition to the DaApER 
who hath, as was before obſerved, copied all the 
Calculations aforeſaid, wrote by WEBER and 
Loxpon, and gives them great Applauſe, and 
hath alſo copied all their ſcandalous Inſinua- 
tions and Exaggerations given out to affront his 
Majeſty, and abule thoſe in the Adminiſtration, 
terrify the Legiſlature, and alienate the Affection 
of the People from, if not to ſtir them up to a 
© Rebellion againſt his moſt Sacred rs bo 
« ſome of which 1 ſhall give as follows. 
Page 17. He tells us what Account * 
had from a Patriot Nobleman, viz. That we had 
in England and Wales only 1400, ooo Poor on the 
pariſh Books, 300,000 of which were, old or 
Children, the remaining 1100,000 were fit for La- 
bour. Then with Loxpox, faith, the Severity of 
the laſt Winter may fairly be ſuppoſed the number 
2000, O00. 

This is undoubtedly calculated and * 
with a view to terrify the Publick, and make 
them preſs the Legiſlature to grant what they 
want, tho? its improbable, they ſhould be catched 
in ſuch a Cobweb Trap, for they know that 
2000,000 is More than +4 of England and Wales, 
which contains about gooo Pariſhes, and we can- 
not allow more if ſo many as a Million of Houſes 
that pay Scot, Sc. ſo that each Pariſh on: an 
Avaridge muſt maintain 200, or two Perſons to 
be ſuppported by each Houle, 

Page 18. He faith (after comparing the Strength 
of France and Great Britain by Land) that our Se- 

Curity 


SB aaa © a & © 


[ 


mn a: 6 a” 


7 pM * Lo R „* * 


(23) 

curity conſiſts in our naval Strength, but Expe- 
rience hath ſhewn us that the Winds render it uſe- 
leſs: However, for fear the Elements ſhould be of 
our ſide, we are taking the wiſeſt Meaſures for 
weakning our own Fleet, and ſtrengthning that of 
France, we are giving up our Trade and Commerce, 
which are the proper Nurſeries for it, and the French,. 
by our Folly, are daily encreaſing both their 
Trade and their Riches ſo very faſt, that they will 
ſoon be able to build, or buy and maintain as 
large a Fleet as they pleaſe; and all who know 
any thing of France know they are building or 
buying Men of War as faſt as poſſible, having 
built nineteen and bought others. 

la the ſame Page Mr. Meller hath aſſured me 
that an Officer belonging to the Cuſtoms hath 
owned to him more chan once, and with great Con- 
cern, that he was obliged to go on Board and ſce 
Wool Shipp'd, which he knew to be bound for 
France, How and why 7eftas Thompſon was ren- 
dered incapable of ſerving his Majeſty, and after- 
wards run through the Body in German Street, the 
ſame Perſon intormed me and is ready to prove. 
And I have been allo informed, that x certain Lord, 
the Son of a certain great Man, with other Noble- 
men, gave an Order for 50 Suits of Cloaths at 
one Time from France. 

Page 19. Wales and Scotland I know leſs of, 
but neither of them I doubt are fo well ſatisfied 
as could be wiſhed wich their Condition, therefore 
lets averſe than otherwiſe they would be to a change 
of Government, In /reland there are 3 or 4 Pa- 
piſts to one Proteitant (not divided 38 formerly, 
and headed by the Chicts of different Parties, fight- 
ing one againlt the other) but are united by being 
retuced, and .all in fuch a State as they will think 
any Change deſirable, and tho' unarmed _ 
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and Spain have 15000 of their Countrymen in 
Pay, who may both carry them Arms, and teach 
them to uſe them; and the miſerable Condition of 
of that Nation, occaſioned by our Oppreffion. 
This may make it eaſy for France to gain them 
over o her Intereſt. 


Page 22. He faith again, tho* Mr. Webber's 


Scheme which was recommended as aforeſaid by a- 


above 600, 00, Woollen Traders, and a Patent was 
ordered to be formed, and that Mr. Mebber ſhould 
name the Patentecs; now his Majeſty will not conſent. 
to it, they mean- will not conſent to it, for his Ma- 
jeſty hath, and given Orders for a Charter to Mr. 
Webber and Co. which 1s now upon Record in 
the proper Office, and the Privy Counſel conſented 
to it when they adviſed his Majeſty to grant it, 
The ſame Perſons ſay, and look Grave when they 
ſay it, that Mr. Webber can't be admitted to ſpeak. 
to his Majeſty, but he muſt convey what he hath 
to ſay through their Interpoſition : And that a Man. 
need not be a Conjurer, to underſtand their Deſign, 

Page 29. It can be proved a certain Perſon made 
no ſcruple many Years ago to declare a French 
Government to be the beſt. That the Nation 
ought to be kept Poor, in order to be kept Hum- 
ble; and that he would act agreeable to his Opi- 
nion; and his ſubſequent Conduct hath too ſtrong- 
ly proved the Sincerity of his Declarations. 

Page 30. He laments the great Misfortune that 
Trade is ſo little underſtood, and ſo much deſpiſed 
by Gentlemen of Eſtates, becauſe they cannot be 
diſpoſed to make Laws for encouragement of what 
they neither value or underſtand, tho* Trade is fo 
much the ſupport of their Eſtates, that they would 
be worth nothing without ir, but begs God would 
inſpire ſuch of the Nobiliry who have accels to the 


Throne with it, and inſtill them into his Majeſty, 
whole 
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whoſe readineſs to encourage Trade _ from 
His Grant to Mr. Webber; Sc. But if it were pol- 
ſible to ſuppoſe he could imbibe the wicked and 
weak Poſition advanced by one of his Subjects; 
both the King and the whole Nation muſt be ſa- 
crificed by it. 

Poſtſcript 34. He ſays if it were poſſible to ſup- 
poſe (what I never can or will ſuppoſe of his In- 
tentions, however plain I may chink the tendency of 
his Meaſures) that a Prime Miniſter could mean to 
give up the Nation and his Maſter to Foreigners, 
He could never make it the Intereſt of our Repre- 
ſentatives to do it; any more than he could prevail 
upon them to facrifice the Publick to their private 
Advantage. No doubt French Money would not 
be wanting on ſuch an Occaſion, if any of our 
honourable Members would accept of it. But, can 
any Bfribe make it worth a wiſe Man's while to ruin 
his Eſtate, and make himſelf a Slave after ſo long 
taſting the Sweets of Liberty and Plenty? I dare 


anſwer for it a little Time will open ſuch a Scene of 


Poverty and Diſtreſs, that whoever of our Repre- 
ſentatives ſhould venture to ſe an Act to pre- 
vent the Exportation of our Wool, or ſhould not 
ſhew himſelf forward to procure one, ſuch Conduct 
would render him more odious to his Conſtituents 
than even the Exciſe Scheme, and put it out of 
the Power of Bribery ( Prevalent as it is) to pur- 
chaſe a Seat in another Parliament. 

Lowpox's Anſwer is much of a Piece with it, 
and as much aggravated z for he faith, Wool may 
be ſmuggled as welt from publick Ware-houſes bes 
longing to the Crown, as private ones, (if the 
Clerks'who manage it may be turn'd out for doing 
their Duty.) As to his Calculations of our Loſs, 
and the Gzin of France, Mr. Vebber's, as well as 


his, are thought to be carry'd too high; and when 
| E thoſe 


thoſe Objectors ſhall think fit to prove, as well as. 


object, they ſhall be fully anſwer'd. He never 
heard of Mr. Lonpon's Sanity being calPd in que- 
ſtion. The Objectors own the Loſs to be enough 
to ruin us, tho? not ſo large as Mr. Lox pod makes 
it, and faith, Pray where is the Difference, whether 
we are ruined by 10 or 40,000,000 I. Loſs ; then car- 


ries his Readers to Sir Walter Raleigb's Calculati- 
ons, which I confeſs I think high enough, tho? he 


computes the Loſs for 55 Years not to amount to 
what they make loſt in one, and that's become ob- 
ſolete, the Evil complain'd of being remedy*d long 
ſince, Loxv Do makes our annual Loſs amount to 
42,000,000 /. then proceeds to an Eſtimation made 
by a very judicious Author in 1706, as under, for 
2 Ib. of Wool. 1214 


For Combing, Oil, and Soap, ry 

2 lb. and lefs of Wool=- My 
Which will produce 20 Oz. the Spin- 

ing of which will coſt — — ah, 3 
Doubling and Throwing — ©: 9 
The Worſted thus made, will make 

five Pair of Stockings, the knitting 

of them at T welve-pence per Pair, * 

are 
Dying into Scarlet — — 6 0 
Trimming and Preſſing 630 
The Nogles combed out, at 12 Oz. 6 

fit for mill'd Hoſe ame 
Carding and Spinning that into Yarn o © 9 
Doubling and Throwing 5 
Knitting into a Pair of Hoſe o O 10 
Milling and Shearing 6 70 
Dying them into Crimſon and Scarlet o x 6 
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' © The third Paragraph, quoted as before, in Pages 


. 
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18 and 19, I think need no Explanation; the 


Deſign of the Author, under Pretence to ſupport 


a Trade, (which will be ſhewn) he knows nothing 
of, and only layeth hold of to raiſe Diſcontent 
in the People againſt the Government, and points 
out Methods for a Foreign Power how to raiſe 
a Rebellion amongſt his Majeſty's Subjects, who 
by proper Aſſiſtance given, may eaſily be made 
ſubſervient to the Intereſt, if we don't become 
Vaſſals to the ſaid Power. 

* And as to the Patent not going forward, that 
will have an Anſwer hereafter, where it may be 
ſhewn it ought not to paſs; (if not) that the Pe- 
titioner ſhould not dare ask for what muſt appear 
to thinking Men to be unreaſonable and unjuſt. 
Page 30. I could wiſh with him, who muſt 
have been detected long ſince, had the Gentle- 
men of Eſtates had the Knowledge of Trade and 
Manufacture he pretends to, and is ignorant of, 
that they would take Trade into their Conſidera- 
tion, and blend them with their Studies; a ſmall 
Time, perhaps 1 or 2 Hours weekly would effect 
it, and make them Maſters, more eſpecially, of the 
Woollen and Silk Manufacturies of Great Britain 
(ſpeculatively at leaſt; ) which if they travel their 
own Country, and make Obſervations and En- 
quiries into the various Speculations they have ac- 
quired, they will be enabled to make ſuch Re- 
marks in their foreign Travels, upon their Ma- 
nufactures, as may be uſeful to our Country on 
their Return home; which, if Trade and Ma- 
nufacture, as is generally eſteem'd the Source of 
Wealth, as I hope may be encouraged ; and who- 
ever doth fo, ſurely can't be leſs valued, but muſt 
receive more Applauſe than he that brings home 


a Piece of old Copper, pretended to be found in 
E 2 the 
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© the Ruins of antient Rome, ar old Paintings, 
* in which they are frequently cheated, tho? I would 
© not depr ciate the latter Virtuoſi ; yet think it 
* more eligible to bring here what may improve 
Wealth amongſt us, which will enable us to gray 
F tify our Taſte in every other Study, 

Page 34. He behaves, as I've ſeen and heard 
© two Market-women, ſince the Law to prevent 
vexatious Suits, that have been brought into Do- 
* fors Commons for Misbehaviour, and giving each 
other Language contra bonos mores, they ſtood 
and abuſed each other negatively in the follow ing 
Manner: I did not, Heovſewife, ſay you was a 
Whore , did IT? Or, that you picF'd ſuch a one's 
Pocket when you was catched in Bed with him; did 
T? So our Draper will not believe our Prime 
« Miniſter would give up his Maſter or his Coun- 
try, however his Meaſures may tend that Way x 


Or, that the Parliament would come into it, tho? 


French Money would not be wanting; then bul- 
lies the Parliament to come into. Webbter's 
+ Scheme, and tells them, Should they not, they, 
would render themſelves ſo odious to their Conſtituents, 
that Bribery, prevalent as it is, would never be able, 
to purchaſe azother Seat in Parliament. So 
this Libeller and Fomenter of Sedition, if not 
Rebellion, abuſes Miniſtry and Parliament, as 
© he apprehends, under Coyer. 

Another Thing relating to the Draper, wha. 
© hath in a very {trong Manner recommended his. 


| © Book, and lards his Treatiſe with Prayers to the. 


A 


Almighty, being almoſt in every Page, (tho? he. 
* hath ſpirited the People to a Rebellion) that he. 
would, by his Providence, prevent it; and I am 
told by a Nameſake of his, that he is a dignify?d, 
Man in the Church, yet I think doth not pay his, 
Fel.ow-Labvurers in a lower Capacity, as the, 
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Golden Fleece doth in his Woollen Ways: 
That he hath 500 J. per Ann. ſpiritual Prefer- 
ment, beſides what he may make by terrifying 
his Pariſhioners to an abject Submiſſion to his Di- 
ctates, which I hope are better founded than his 
Myſteries in Trade, wherein he is not learned 
beyond his Battledor. 
As to Mr. Lo Do he ſays, If Clerks may be 
diſcharged for doing their Duty, Cc. which I think 
leſs liable than by their Scheme, which I ſhall 
endeavour to prove as well as object in what will 
hereafter follow; therefore al] his Exaggerations 
are ſcandalous, and. his endeavours to palliate 
them; tho? I agree with him if the Nation is to 
be ruined by the Loſs of either a greater or ſmal- 
ler Sum, we ought to prevent it, and have a na- 
tional Right ſo to do, without giving any Um- 
brage to any Power; yet that juſtifies not the 
ſcandalous Exaggerations aforeſaid, As to Mr. 
Webber, if any Thing I have ſuggeſted is true, 
'tis happy for him he is eſteemed Inſane, o- 
therwiſe the Penalties he may ſuffer, may be too 
heavy for him to bear. 
* The grand Complaint of our Authors before- 
mentioned is the want of a Patent and Charter to 
be granted by Act of Parliament, with ſuch Pow- 
ers as are neceſſary to Mr. Webber and Comp. 
their Heirs and Aſſigns, who muſt be all nomi- 
nated by Mr, Webber, to the Number of 122, to 
make By-Laws and do every thing (as I ſuppoſe) 
they ſhall think proper, and I doubt not by the 
Help of the Dr. they may be able to prove a Mo- 
nopoly, no Monopoly, and explain away all 
common Senſe and Honeſty, who had he known 
Webber ſooner, and been thoroughly inſtructed in 
his Secret (ſtill in Mebber's own Breaſt for any 
thing that yet appears) he would have haran- 
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(Zo) 
gued in a different manner, and not ſpent ſo much 
* Time to ſhew the Breach of Promiſe the Miniſtry 
have made his Majeſty guilty of to Mr. Webber, 
for he muſt know they ought not to ſuffer any 
Grant to paſs which is prejudicial to the good of 
their Country, as alſo that our Laws calls the 
Lord Chancellor in theſe Caſes, the Keeper of 
the King's Conſcience, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (as the Patriots ſay) is now Keeper 
of his, and the Conſciences of all the Miniſtry, 
Therefore he ſhould have rather applyed to the 
great Man, and have given ſome Reaſons as he 
could have liked, which the Dr. faith is not ve- 
ry difficult to gueſs at; and I think it might have 
been worth their while, for I could ſhew how a 
great many Millions might have been got by 
their Scheme : Therefore I ſhould think the Dr, 
might have as eaſily ſeduced a Premier, who is 
under no Ties (as they ſay) but his Intereſt as a 
Clergyman, can offer, or a Biſhop enter into any 
Contract of Simony. But now it's I fear too late 
to make any Offer, for ſhould our Miniſter come 
into it, and commit the Management to ſo great 
Blunderers as Webber and his Aſſociates, he then 
with Juſtice might be deemed ſo. 
But Pil acquaint Mr, Webber, there was one 
Mr. Mood had the Royal Promiſe of a Patent to 
make Iron with Pit Coal as tough and maluable, 
which could be done for 6/, 105. per Ton, as 
$zwedes Iron, which coſts 18 J. per Ton, but ne- 
ver got it paſſed, tho? he wanted that only, and 
no Act of Parliament, neither indeed was his 
Project ſo large, bg only productive of 4 or 
500,000 J. per AAnnum, and that but for 14 
Years, at the End of which the publick was to 
have it. Yet this ſtubborn Miniſter would not 
interpoſe to comp!vat it (tho? great Profits might 
* have 
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© have accrued by it had he come into the Fraud) 
© and a Perſon he always favoured was involved in 
it, and ruined by a ſtop being put to it; yet 
* was ſo ſure of their Project, as to erect a Houle, 
© Furnaces, and Forges at Chelſea, to ſhew a Spe- 
© cimen, which not aniwering the End, they were 
diſappointed, and ſeveral of their Friends were un- 
done, yet no complaint was made againſt the 
Crown or Adminiſtration, for preventing the 
Patent paſling, 

* I could with Mr. Vebber would bring his 
Affair to a Tryal, and then it will be ſeen how 
he can Manufacture 3 Packs of bad Wool with 


Q (> 


© one of good, to advantage, and alſo how he 


* will prove how 20 Os. of Wool to coſt 3 5s. Comb- 
ing, which may be done in his Country for Three 
Pence, and in England for Four Pence; and how 
© he happens to Dye his Woollen Hoſe, which he 
makes near three times the Weight of his Worſted, 
and more ſuſceptible of receiving a larger quanti- 
ty of Colour than Worſted, being of a ſpungy 
Quality, near the ſame Price as the Worſted. 

It is nowTime for me, my Lords, to ſhew where- 
in I differ from theſe Authors before-mentioned, 
which P11 do as follows: Firſt, I will give a Cal- 
culation of my own, which indeed I make in a 
quite different manner from Mr. London. But I have 
taken pains in my Enquiry, and find I muſt be 
near Truth, if any thing I exceed it, as I. ſhall I 
hope convince the World, and make the Publick 
ſomething eaſier, with regard to the dreadful Ap- 
prehenſions they at preſent may have. You find, my 
Lords in ſome of the Calculations of the Golden 
Fleece, an account for 5 Years Communibus Annis, 
the Amount of Duty raiſed by Exciſe, on Candles, 
Soap, Starch, and Leather, painted Silks, &c. I 
I ind the Duty on Candles to be 143859 J. that on 


Soap, 


1 r * abs 


- oy 

1 
— 

— 7 


Ba. 
2 


— 
„ „ „ 


. ˙ —— wort 
r 


* — * 
8 22 
2 25 rg * no Me.” 8 
22 22 1 . 


* 


(32) 


Soap, excluſive of Leather, Starch; and pzinted 


Silks to amount to 200,000 J. 


The Author of the Golden Fleece has made his 
Computation of the quantity of Wool (grown) 


much too large, for that may be diſcovered by 


the Tallow each Sheep produces, for the Weight 


of a Fleece 1s known by the ſize of the Sheep, 


and Sheep of the ſame ſize produce as near the ſame 


ntity of Tallow, each in proportion as they did 


of Wool. That we reckon the Marketable Sheep, 


the fourth part of the Sheep that was at ShearTime, 
and they were ſlaughtered before the next Shear 
Time. I therefore firſt proceed to find the num- 
ber of Pounds there is in the quantity of Soap, PaY- 
ing 200, ooo Duty, each Pound paying 1 d. 2, 


viz, 160 lb. being 208. I therefore multipſy 


200,000 by 160, and the Product will 


32, ooo, oo; but Soap being of two kinds, hard 


and ſoft, the proportion of Tallow is different 


the one from the other that is uſed in each ſort, 


and the quantities vary much, viz; there is three 
times the quantity of ſoft Soap there is of hard: 
But hard hath in manufacturing of it à Tallow, 
therefore conſumeth moſt Tallow. | 

The. of 32, ooo, ooo, is $600,000, 2 of which 
being Tallow, is 6000,000, Soft Soap therefore 


being 4 of 32000,000, is 24000, ooo; but 4 of 


that is only Tallow, viz. 4800,000. Candles be- 
ing but 1d a Pound Duty, and paying annually 
143859 J. I multiply by 240 l. which amounts to 
34526160. rs 

Leſt I ſhould err in my Computation betwixt 
the quantity of ſoft and hard Soap, taking my Cal- 
culation from the Manufacturers of ſoft Soap, who 
ſay there are 26 Houſes in that way in Town, which 
on an Average make each near 70 Barrels per 
Weck, in all 24000, ooo. I have added 1 1 

whic 
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which makes the Tallow in Soap of both kinds 
12000, ooo. 
For Frauds in the Exciſe and for Tallow uſed in 
Buſineſs, that pays no Duty, ſuch asTallowing Ships, 
Keels, Boat bottoms, Sc. 100 Tonn Weekly. 
After which I dedu& for Foreign Tallow t, 
then add for waſte in melting 4 to the Remain- 
der, and from thence deduct +; for Kitchen Stuff, 
Sc. And I make a farther Deduction, for Beef, 
Veal, and Pork Tallow, one Moiety, the remain- 
der being Mutton Tallow, I make a farther de- 
duction of +, Sheep on an Average fit to ſſaugh- 
ter, producing ſo much Tallow more than Wool, 
which multiplyed by 4 the breeding Stock, is the 
total of the Year's Produce; except Felt and Lamb 
Wool, for which I add +; or 10 per Cent. Then 
divide the Total by 240, the Pounds in a Pack, 
which gives the number of Packs computed to grow 
annually in Great Britain and Wales, as follows. 


Tal. in Cand. Pds. 34526160 Dedutt for Stuff 1 6109286 
it. in ſoft Soap 4800009 — 


Dir. in cake Soap. GO 54974582 
Added to make 5 1 The half for Beef, 
_ an — Pork, and Veal £ 2748729 
it. for Frauds Tallowx 
1 8 Da duct for a ſur- 
lowing Ships plus of Tallow 
Keels, Boa dot · 7648000 Sheep ao an Ave: 1 
oms, &c. 100 \ Iroduce 
Tonn Weekly. _J—_—_—— —_ thau Wool 
* 355174160 47 will be about ; 
Tales „ $$17416 - 14552099 
Multiplicd by 4 
654 a 
Add for Waſte in? = nay 58208396 
Melting Z Add forLamb and 5320839 
Felt Wool +; 


61082868 5 
Divide by 240 6402923 
is 206-88 


Packs of Wool growing in e and mw 


annually. 


( 34 ) 
If deduct the Moiety for Tallow exceeding 


Wool, as in my former Calculation, deſigned to 
be laid before the Houſe, which I am apprehen- 
five is neareſt Truth, the Number of Packs will be 
251960. 5 
The Time this Calculation was firſt made was 
from the ears 1734, 5, 6, 7, and 8; at which Times 
Tallow ſold rough for 18 d. per Stone, except one 
Year 'twas lower, viz. at 16 d. when Sheep proved 
full of Fat, and anſwer'd to the Account I have 
given; for even this Vear now Sheep don't produce 
more than + they did of Fat in the Years above; 
tis reckon'd a Sheep of ſix Stone, or 12 lb. per 
Quarter produceth 6 lb. of. Fat, beſides the Kidney 


Fat, which may be a Pound, or 1 lb. and , and 


that a Sheep of that Weight, full of Wool, at Shear- 
time, ſhall not produce a Fleece weighing more 
than 3 lb. To ſhew that my Account muſt be true, 
if any thing, I allow too much, and ought rather 
to have deducted 2 than , which would have 
made the Wool of Great Britain much lower than 
the above Accompt; therefore I give the follow- 
ing Account ef the Produce and Price of Tal- 
low ; which Copy I took from a Tallow- Chandler, 
who had the Tallow of a Sheep Carcaſs-Butcher 
for many Years, and ſays he believes the ſaid 
Slaughterman is particular as to his Number of 
Sheep, not deviating from the Quantity or Quality 
of the Goods, to the Number ot 100 lb. communi- 
bus anmis. | J. 3. d. 


2 

173813017 | In1738 the Price was © 1678 

In the Year4 1739 9229 1739 — ditto— o 2 0p 
1740 3 8820 1740 — ditto— 0 2 43 & 


If I am wrong in any Part of my Calculation, it 
muſt be in the Soap Article, not having accels to 
the Exciſe Books, to know the certain Quantities 
of hard and ſoft Soap. But I ſhall give a yorond 

ation 
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Jation after Mr. London's Manner, begging Leave 
to differ from him where I think I am right; and 
muſt alſo lay down, before I begin, that it's impoſ- 
ſible for him (was it true what he ſaith) to know the 
Slaughter by the Toll Books ; for there are a ſort 
ö of Men called Fobbers in Cattle, who take the Ad- 
vantage of a full Market, buy, and ſend them to 
Grounds they have in the Marſhes in Middleſex and 


kali. a 


| Eſſex, and other Lands they hire elſewhere, who 
correſpond with the Inns, ſome or other of them, 
where the Drivers lodge, forty or fifty Miles diſtant 


| from London, and according to Letters, they receive 
. an Account of what Cattle are coming to Town, 
7 they meet and agree how the Market ſhall be fed 
S the next Monday, and ſupply it accordingly, Your 
| Carcaſs Butchers alſo, under Pretence of not killing 
their Cattle, whilſt they are. heared with Driving, 
ſend them to Lands they have, to let them cool and 
ſettle ; this may be a good Reaſon (tho? I call it a 
Pretence) but yet doubt not but they have Lands 
ſufficient to lay in a Stock on a full Marker, and 
ſell it out on an advanced one; and 'tis ſaid, in or- 
der to crowd the Market, have brought Sheep of 
their own, and made ſham Sales to lower the 
Market, 
Is I doubt therefore Mr. London fibs, when he ſays 
i by the Toll Books it appears there are 36000 Sheep 
and Lambs brought Weekly to that Market, for 
I had Buſineſs that call'd me every Market Day to 
Smithfield for two Years, and never ſaw any thing 
near it; their biggeſt Markets are betwixt Michael- 
mas and Chriſtmas, and during that Time they don't 
amount to the Quantity he ſpeaks of, or any thing 
like it; the Friday's Market, from ſome ſmall time 
aiter Chriſtmas to the Middle of Augr/t, perhaps 
{hall not have 5000 Sheep in it; neither ſhall Mon- 


day's have many more than 10,000, which is far 
F 2 
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( 36) 


from the Quantity he talks of; let him count the 
Penns, and he will fee they are made to hold twenty 
each, tho' ſome times they crowd in one or two | 


more, 


Again, if the Sheep are large, they may want 
one or two in the Penn; but Pl allow, on a very 
full Market on a Monday, (perhaps three or four 
{uch in a Year) there have been more than the com- 
mon Penns would hold by 5 or 6000, which with | 
14000 the Penns hold that are common when want- | 


ed, will make 20,000. 


Again, I muſt acquaint him, that moſt of the 


Butchers within ten Miles of London, come 


to pro- | 


vide themſelves with Beef, Mutton, and Lamb, on 
the Monday's Market; ſo he muſt go farther than 
the Bills of Mortality to diſtribute the Proviſion | 


of the Market, 


I compute, therefore, that the Mouths fed with 
Mutton from Smithfield may beeſtimated 1,500,000 
what Proportion Mr. London hath deducted, is | 
2000000 upon the Pariſh Books, I may venture to | 
believe their Conſumption equal to + of the Remaind- 
er, which makes our whole Number 9500000 z and 
notwithſtanding Mr, London aſſerts the Country living 
ſoberer than the Town, and conſequently muſt eat 
mote Fleſh, I confeſs I know leſs of Devonſhire than 


ſome other Countries, tho? I have been at Exeter ſome 
times, at Ta»aton often, and have travelled a great 


Part of England, and never ſaw ſuch plentiful Living 
any where as at London, ſo may conclude London, 


ever FI admit to be ſlaughtered 
tor Jandou, &c. Weekly — 
Which multiply'd by 52 


—ů — — 


5 20,000 


, 1049000 


with its Appendages before-mentioned, conſumes 4 
of the Mutton that is kill'd in Great-Britain. 


How- 1 


Which 
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Brought over 1040000 
Which being + of the ſlaughter- 2 


ed Mutton for England, I mul- 4 
4160000 

Multiply*d by 4, the Breeding 4 
Stock amounts to — 16640000 


Which I multiply 3 lb. 5, or 
31b. 8 Oz. the Weight of a$58240000 
Fleece, the Produce 1s 


Add 10 per Cent. for Lamb and | 
Felt Wool TY 5824000 
Divied by 240 —— 64064000 is 


266933 Packs, 
But multiply'd by 3 +, as I think nearer the Truth, 
the Number will be but 251680 Packs ; but if I re- 
duce the Weight of each Fleece to 3, which I believe 
is as much as can be allow'd, then the Quantity for 
Great Britain will be but 228800 Packs. 

I could produce other demonſtrative Reaſons, 
that we do not grow more, if ſo much Wool as I 
have calculated in Great Britain; for I have been 
various Times at the greateſt Fairs for Wool in 
theſe Dominions, more eſpecially for the ſort of 
Wool they write about, viz. Briſtol and Stirbitch ; 
at the laſt of which there was uſually a Meeting of 
the moſt conſiderable Dealers in that Commodity 
from Norfolk, Suffolk, Eſſex, Hertfordſhire, Cam- 
bridgeſhire, Yorkſhire, Lincolnſhire, Northamptonſhire, 
ſome from Warwickſhire, Buckinghamfhire, Bedford, 
Huntingdon, and the Ile of Ely; ſome to buy 
large Combing Wool for making Worſted Yarn 
for the Stuff and Bay Trade, others to fell their 
{mall Wool for the 7ork/hire Trade, and never 
heard the Quantity at any Fair to exceed 5000 
Packs, Pf Indeed 
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Indeed J have heard, and believe, as much might 
be ſold at that Meeting or Fair, to be delivered 3 
twixt that Time and Candlemas; therefore con- 
clude we can't grow ſo much as I have allowed: 
But as I would now leave no room for Objection, I 
admit that Nor!bampton, Leiceſter, and Warwick- 
ſhire had alſo ManutaQuries of their own, tho? not 
ſufficient to conſume all the Combing Wool they 
grow. | 
I am now, my Lords, to make my Computation 
for Ireland; but I am at a Loſs, if I compure after 
the Manner Mr. London hath done for England, viz. 
Compute the Quantity by the Number of living 
Souls in the Ifland, then it will be found Ireland 
hath not many more than two Millions of Souls ; 
that more than 43 of that Number are Roman Ca- 
tholicks, and that 19 out of 20 of the Catholicks 
are poor, and not in ſo good a Situation as our Ne- 
groes in the Jeſt Indies, and never, or very ſeldom 
cat any Fleſh, except by Chance a little Pork or 
Bacon, which a few of them feed, but they live 
chiefly on Patatoes, Red Herrings, Skim Milk, Sc. 
{o that Country can hardly produce 400000 Mutton 
Eaters ; which it they ſtock their Lands as we do 
here, they can't have above 2 of the Quantity of 
Wool we have, which will fall ſhort, added to our's 
of 300,000 Packs per Ann. But I foreſee it will be 
oObjected to, and that Lands are much cheaper-rent- 
ed in Ireland than here, fo they do not ſtock after 
our Manner, but keep a greater Quantity in Pro- 
portion for the Sake of the Wool only. 

The fame Reaſon may be aſſign'd for France and 
Flandem, wich makes it 1umprobable that their 
Growth of Woo! ſhould be any thing like the Quan- 
tity that is pretended to be mixed with BViινꝭ Wool, 

In the Beginning of my Eſſay, I lay there are 
otliær Rcaſons for te Decay of the Woollen Manu- 


factury, 


( 39) 
factury, than thoſe aſſign'd, tho' I hope the Decay 


is nothing equal to the Imagination, for a ſmall 
Stagnation in Trade makes the Price of any Goods 
fall in a Market, as a quick Demand makes them 
riſe, without any real Occaſion for either; and tho? 
ſome Towns have ſunk in Trade, others have ad- 
vanced. | 

For I remember, in my Time, the Riſe of ſome 
Towns, and the Fall of others in that Manufactury, 
viz, Sudbury, and I think, Farnham, were famous 
for making Shalloons, as was allo Newbury, 

Then Kettering, a little Market Town in Nor- 
thampton/hire, from manufacturing 20 or 30 Pieces 
of Dy'd Serges Weekly, fell into making Shalloons, 
rivall'd the Towns above-mention'd, and ſent to 
London Market upwards of 1000 Pieces per Week. 

Yorkſhire hath rivalPd them ſince, by underwork- 
ing them, and very much decreaſed their Trade, as 
allo lower'd their Prices; they have alſo robb'd the 
Welt and Eaſt; for I am told they not only make 
long Ells, but Bays, in Imitation of Bocking Bays, 
and fell them much cheaper for the Reaſons afore- 
ſaid; and none can {ay they have not an equal Right 
to manufacture thoſe Goods with Bocking or Exeter. 
I could mention various others in like Circum- 
ſtances. 

That there are other Reaſons than thoſe aſſign'd, 
I prove thus : We have not that Occonomy in the 
Management of our Labourers, in the Manufactury 
they have abroad; they endeavour to keep the Price 
of Labour low, Mr. Mun faith 30 per Cent. cheaper 
than any Part of Britain; we on the contrary plead 
for our Labourers to be better paid, that they may 
live comfortably, and ſpend more Money, which 
it is alledg*d adds to the Revenue of the Nation, and 
this (I am afraid under a falſe Pretence, that Fo- 
reigners can't work without our Wool; but more of 

that 
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( 40 ) 
that under another Head.) Our Combers have fot 
a Number of Years paſt erected themſelves into a 
ſort of Corporation (tho* without a Charter) their 
firſt Pretence was to take Care of their poor Bre- 
thren that ſhould fall ſick, or be out of Work ; 
and this was done by meeting once or twice a Week, 
and each of them contributing 2 d. or 3 d. towards 
the Box, to make a Bank, and when they became 
a little formidable, they gave Laws to their Maſters, 
as alſo to themſelves, viz, that no Man ſhould comb 
Wool under 2 s. per Dozen ; that no Maſter ſhould 
employ any Comber that was not of their Club, if 


he did, they agreed one and all not to work for | 


him; and if he had employed twenty, they all of 
them turn'd out, and oftentimes was not ſatisfied 
with that, but would abuſe the honeſt Man that 
would labour, and 1n a riotous manner beat him, 
break his Comb- pots, and deſtroy his Working 
Tools; they farther ſupport one another, inſomuch 
that they are become one Society throughout the 
Kingdom : And, that they may keep up their Price 
to encourage Idleneſs rather than Labour, if any one 
of their Club is out of Work, they give him a 
Ticket and Money to ſeek for Work at next Town 
where a Box Club is, where he is alſo ſubſiſted, ſuf- 
fered to live a certain Time with them, and then 


uſed as before 3, by which Means he can travel the | 


Kingdom round, be careſs'd at each Lodge, and 


ſpend not one Farthing of his own, or ſtrike one 


Stroke of Work. This Mr. London knows to be true, 
whether Mr. Vebber doth, or not, I can't aflert, 
becauſe I cannot ſay whether this Practice is carried 
into Ireland or not. | 

This hath been imitated by the Weavers alſo, tho? 
not carry*d thro* the Kingdom, but confin'd to the 
Places where they Work; and I have known, ſo 


muſt Mr. London allo, that the Weavers have riſen 
at 
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at Taunton Dean, and gave Laws to their Employ- 
ers, deſtroyed Loombs, and cut out their Work; 
where People were employed they did not care 
ſhould, and would exact what Price they thought 
fit: Hriſtol and ſeveral other Places have underwene 
the ſame Fate. 

The Manufacturers themſelves don't a little con- 
tribute to their own Fate, not keeping up their 
Goods to a proper Standard as the Foreigners do. 
Mr. Munn aſſerts they make all their Goods to 
their full breadths and lengths throughout alike, 
which makes the Markets they apply to preter them: 
Whereas ours, in a Time of quick demand, will 
ſome of them cap their Goods and make them 
worſe within than they appear to be by the Outſide, 
or Pattern produced, by which Means they loſe 
their Credit abroad, as I remember has been done 
in various Commodities, which by that means have 
been totally loſt. Therefore it is to be hoped that 
ſome care may be taken to have the Woollen Ma- 
nufacturies kept up to a Standard, 

Another Reaſon of the Decreaſe of the Worſted 
Manufactury, is the variation of Faſhions, which 
from the Year 1690 to this Time, has made a con- 
ſiderable alteration in our home Conſumption, and 
not leſs in our Colonies in America, who are go- 
vern'd in their Faſhions by our Example ;. tor 
tho? at the Time I mention two thirds of the Quan- 
tity that is now uſed would make a dreſt Suit for 
either Sex, yet the outſide dreſs was then of the 
Woollen Manufactury, ſome few excepted. Taun- 
{gn Serges were then much worn by Women: But 
in a ſhort Time Norwich Toys took place for that 
Sex, and became their wear; after this the French 
Refugees introduced various Manufacturies, beiore 
but little known amongſt us, made of Silk and 
Worlted, and Silk and Thread, and Worſted 
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Stuffs, which being gay Colours, eclipſed the 
Norwich Manufactury, though they ſtill excel in 
ſeveral Branches in the Worſted way. 

Next came that fatal Stab to all the Worſted 
Manufacturies for Female wear, viz. the Eaſt In- 
dia Calicoes, which were then brought in Printed, 
but by the Wiſdom of the Nation, were in Time 
ſuppreſſed, yet admitted to be printed at home, 
and afterwards the Wear at home totally forbid, 
though ſuffered to be ſent to our Foreign Plantations; 
but the Taſte is fo imbibed that Linnens and Cot- 
tons are now Printed, which Art being ſo much im- 
proved, that their Wear are extended beyond what 
the Callicoes were; and if I am truly informed, there 
is in the Suburbs of London, and within a few 
Miles more Hands employed in Printing than are 
in the Worſted Stuffs in that diſtance, 

May Providence aſſiſt our Arms abroad in obtain- 
ing Poſſeſſion of ſome Territories that may reſtore 
our Manufacturies at home relating to our native 
Produce, for nothing elſe can do it except the Preſer- 
vation of our Wool to be Manufactured at home; or 
ſumptuary Laws, the latter of which would be very 
ungrateful amongſt us, we all deſiring to appear diffe- 
rent from what we are, and mimick the Quality, who 
would better their own Eſtates by an Example to 
their Dependants, and imitate the French in their 
CEconomy, preterable to their Follies, viz. to en- 
courage the Manufacturies of our own Country, 
and wear them rather than any other, which 'tis 
ſaid is practiſed by the King's of France, Sweden, 
and Denmark, and their Courts and Countries. 

There is ſome ſort of Stuffs that may its hoped 
be made, that will Waſh and Print in the ſame 
Colours that Linnens and Cottons do, if encou- 
ragement was given to it by the Quality, that might 
become a Faſhion, and give - great Life to that 

part 
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part of our Trade that employs moſt Hands, and 
may occaſion a quicker demand for Wool of 
that fort, which conſequently will encreaſe the 
Price. | 

There is a Letter in the Daily Advertiſer, wrote 
the 16th of February, 1740, which ſeems to ſhew 
fome uneaſineſs for the Eaſt India Company, leſt 
their Settlement at Gombron in Perſia ſhould ſuffer, 
fetting forth Priviledges the ſaid Company hath in 
that Settlement, and how much they are in eſteem, 
as being ſuppoſed to act for the wholelfland of Great 
Britain, That the Goods ſent there are paid for in 
Gold, which as it is employed in their Trade to 
India, prevents ſo much Money going from hence, 
Therefore hopes the Parliament will conſider that, 
and not ſuffer them to be hurt in their Priviledges, 
in admitting any body to carry on a Trade by 
paſſing through Ry/ia with Carravans to the Caſ- 
pian Sea, leſt it hurt their Intereſt in Pera, who 


are looked on by them as the repreſentative Body of 


the whole Britiþ Nation, Priviledges, Sc. were 
granted them as before-mentioned accordingly, tho? 
owns that Trade hath been diſcontinued ever ſince 
the Year 1720, occaſion'd by Diviſions in Per/ia, 
which now being at an end, the Company will 
open it again, 

Mr. Woolly, Secretary to that Company, an- 
ſwers it the next Day, and after reciting the Letter 
or Memorial aforeſaid, tells the Memorialiſt or 
the Publick, that the Company had ordered a Shi 
from their Settlements in India to carry what Goods 
they had there to Gombroon. 

Perſia is of large Extent, and hath made large 
Conqueſts which are well filled with People who 
reſide in ſuch a Climate as may well wear our Ma- 
nufacture. Therefore the Legiſlature will conſider 
whether its proper to prevent any Merchant or 
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Merchants from carrying on a Trade ſo much 
wanted at preſent.“ 

That part of the South Sea Company's Charter. 
(when they uſed to Trade) was laid open, which 
confined it to themſelves only, to the great diſadvan- 
tage of the Publick z therefore 1 can't ſee why pri- 
vate Merchants may not have the ſame Priviledges 
to Trade to Pœrſia (tho? it ſhould be granted in 
the Eaſt India Companies Charter) for the py 
atorelaid, 

That by opening the Trade to the South Sea, 
and the Cloathing of the Army Wool is 105, per 

Pack dearer than two Years ſince, and opening 
this Trade may advance 205. or 305. more in a 
Mort Time, unleſs the War betwixt Ruſia and Swe» 
gen prevents it, 

I am no Enemy to that great and rich Body of 
Men that compole the Company aforeſaid, yet I 
love my Country better, and tho* I would not cla- 
mour as ſome have done, neither dare I fay things 
wich Poſiciyeneſs on hear- ſay, but by the grant ot, 
a Charter to the united Company trading to the 
Eaſt Indies, they were confined to Ship a certain 
quantity of Woollen Goods annually, whether in 
Proportion to the Silver they Shipped, or a cer- 


tain Value ſtipulated, I can't ſay; and if the Par- 


liament ſhould think proper they may order an en- 
quiry into it, as alſo where thoſe Goods were vended 
fince 1720, that were bought for the Company's 
uſe, and prevent by a Law any Envaſion of that 
Contract {or the future, which will remove all Al- 
perſions hereaſter, that hath been formerly caſt up- 
on that Company, viz. That they eluded that Con- 
tract and fold thoje Goods in Europe, bought un- 

der 


* This 5 was wrote the laſt Year before the Act to open the 
Trade by the Caſpian Sea paſſed, 
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der pretence of being ſent to India, by which the 
Turkey Company and other Merchants, as alſo the 
whole Nation have been prejudiced, I won't fay 
defrauded, neither that (there is Truth in theſe Sug- 
geſtions) but I may venture to ſay, that if the 
Company hath taken their ſtipulated Quantity an- 
nually, and found vend . for them fairly (now that 
Trade is open that hath been ſhut for twenty Years 
paſt) it would be but juſt in them to double their 
Quantity at this Time, for they muſt know their 
Country wants it, and the Company's Trade meet- 
ing with the greateſt Encouragement” here, inſo- 
much that their Sales are prodigiouſly encreaſed 
but I ſhall ſtill go farther, and propoſe they may 
take 4 times the Goods of our Woollen Manufac- 
ture they contracted to Ship formerly, which would 
anſwer all the Purpoſes the Nation wants, tho' it 
ſhould prove no greater Value than 400,000 J. an- 
nually, inſtead of 40,000,000 /. we are laid to ſut- 
fer, and I ſhould humbly move the Government 
would give them an Equivolent for it, which would 
ſufficiently anſwer the; Companies Ends ſhould they 
throw the Goods aforefaud. into the Sea, and the 
Revenue will be increaſed one, if not 200,000 J. 
per Annum, viz. by a Erohibition ot all Foreign 
Cambricks which pay but a fmall Puty, which of 
Courle muſt be ſupplyed by Muſlings and Callicoes 
that pay a large one, at leaſt three times what Cam- 
bricks pay in proportion to Value. | | 

One Thing I have omitted taking notice of from 
the Memorialiſt, viz. That the Woollen Goods fold 
at Combroon were paid for in Gold, which he ſays 
leſſens the Companies demands of Caſh from Eu- 
ropes. to purchaſe the Effects they bring home ; 
but in that I fear he is miſtaken, for it's notorious 
that great Quantities of Gold are brought from the 


Eaſt Indies to Europe, and eſteemed as profitable 
| ; A 
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a Traffick as any carryed on, though purchaſed 
with Silver. | 
This leads me to think of our Trade by the 
Caſpian Sea, which by the Act of Parliament is to 
be carryed on by bartering our Woollen Manufac- 
tures for their Silk, which if it's true what hath been 
ſaid, they ſhould take care in their Bartering to 
have ſome Gold and ſome Silk, which undoubt- 
edly the Perſians will encourage rather than buy 
for Gold only, and by that Means the Woollen 
Manufactury may be much encreaſed: For other- 
wiſe its poſſible ſuch quantity of the latter may be 
brought home as may prejudice the Turkey and Ha- 
lian Trade; the firſt of which hath been eſteemed 
the moſt valuable belonging to England. But I am 
told it can be no Prejudice to any Trade, it pro- 
ducing a quite different Silk than any other part of 
the World, I obſerve the Act that eſtabliſhes the 
Perſian Trade requireth the Oath of the Merchants 
trading there, that the Commodities brought home 
in return are purchaſed with Briti/þ Manufactures. 
Oaths, my Lords, are very ſlippery Things, more 
eſpecially ſuch as are not Cognizable in the Courts 
of Judicature, and don't bind ſuch People as are 
carrying on fraudulent Trade to the prejudice of 
their Country : Therefore it's hoped the Parliament 
will conſider that Act, and add ſuch Clauſes to it 
as may fix them ſo firm that neither that or any o- 
ther Company or Body of Men, or ſingle Man 
who may be under Contract with the Government, 
ſhall be able to elude it to the Nation's Prejudice, 
It's preſumed it can be no Crime to ſay ſome of 
the Directors of the two trading Companies have 
been ſuſpected of carrying on an illicit Trade, or 
conniving at ſuch, in breach of the Oath taken as 
Directors, even fo long ſince as the latter end of 
Queen Aun's Reign. viz, A. M. was diſcovered to 
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be carrying on a Trade to the South Sea, and in 
one of the Companies Ships, and part of the Freight 
was Shipped in France, and a Miniſter of State 
at that Time juſtified the Action, and ſaid that 
Miniſtry was not worth ſerving that would not ad- 
mit ſuch Jobs. Other Inſtances might be pro- 
duced, therefore the Government ought to be bet- 
ter ſecured, 

It's hoped if what's propoſed can be obtained, 
viz. A good Law to reſtrain the pernicious Prac- 
tices of our Combers, Weavers, Sc. in the Wool- 
len Manufactury, as alſo to oblige the Maſters to 
make their Goods true, both as to the Lengths and 
Breadths, and throughout alike, which may be 
adjuſted by a Seal affixed as was formerly uſual at 
Colcheſter when they confined themſelves to the Ma- 
nufacture of four Sorts only, viz. Rents, Crowns, 
Colledges and Croſſes, by which Names they 
were bought without any Inſpection of the Purcha- 
ſers, and roſe and fell in Proportion to the De- 
mand, ſo juſt were thoſe who preſided in ſealing 
thoſe Goods. The Medly or Dyed Goods mult 
be inſpected by the Buyers becauſe of the 
Colours. They may when truly made and Sorts 
declared be bought by Pattern, by which thoſe 
Manufactures will fouriſh, though our Demands 
ſhould increaſe in the Woollen Manufactury but 
400,000 J. per Ann. and would be ſufficient to ſup- 
ply, in my opinion, all our Wants and Loſſes, tho? 
(as I think ſcandalouſly)aſſerted to be 42,000, oool. 
annually believing our decay not equal to their 
Complaints as I have before hinted, ic being well 
known that there is 10 per Cent. difference betwixt 
thoſe two Monoſy llables, will you buy and will you 
fell; if the laſt Queſtion is asked by Merchants 
or Warehouſe Men, Sc. the Manufacturer will ex- 
pect 
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& 5 per Cent. at leaſt advanced upon his pre- 
1 z on the contrary, if the firſt is al by 
the Maker, Repriſals are made by the Purchaſer, 
and ſo vice versd, | 

As to Trade, which ought to be reſtrain'd, is 
ſuch as is prejudicial to the Publick, tho? it may be 
profitable to private People; ſuch I take to be all 
our Imports from France, which we can do very 
well without, viz. all the Cambricks, . Brandies, 
Wines, Sc. for which they take little from us but 
Specie, or ſomething yet much more to our Diſad- 
vantage, viz, our Wool; by Virtue of which they 
have been able to rival us in that Manufacture 
abroad, and have prevented, as alſo prohibited, our 
manufactur'd Wool going there, ſome ſmall Quan- 
tity excepted, that is ſent to Dunkirk, which they 
call a Free Port; and the Method, I am told, uſed 
to diſpoſe of it there into French Flanders or France, 
15 to thoſe who come to Dunkirk to buy them, 
where they are made into Cloaths, and wore home, 
leaving their old ones to be ſent after them. I know 
Brandy and Wines bring in a great Revenue to the 
Crown; but that will be recompenced by the En- 
creaſe of Rum, and ſome ſmall Duty added to our 
own Spirits at the Stil! Head, of which there is ten 
times the Quantity made, than there is French 
Brandy imported; and hardly any of that import- 
ed, but is mix*d with an equal Quantity of Britiſh 
Spirits, & I 

"The Spaniſh Trade was, and the Portugal is, the 
molt advantageous to Great Britain, which pay to 
this Nation + of what we Traffick with them for in 
Specie, chiefly, if not wholly for the Produce of 
our Lands, and the Manufactures of our own that 
proceeds from our Growth + therefore ought to be 
Cultivated, 1 
The 
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The American Trade, both upon the Contineht 


.and the Weſt Indies, is very profitable, and furniſhes 
large Ballances in Bullion, as well as very uſcfal 
Commodities; our Nation can't well ſubſiſt with- 
out, as alſo ſome for foreign Export: And before 
the laſt Treaty of Queen Anne, the Weſt Indies tur- 
niſhed Sugars, which drew Caſh from Holland, 
Sweden, Denmark, and all Germany, and other 
Places, which our worthy Ally, France, hath rob- 
bed us of; tho? it's ſaid they can't ſubſiſt their Set- 
tlements without our Aid ; yet thoſe profitable 
Trades to the Publick are carry'd on to the Ruin 
of great Numbers of Private Traders, and I am 
afraid can't well be prevented, or a Cure provided 
for it. I have, mylelf, ſent Cargoes into America, 
by which I've doubled my Outlet, clear of all De- 
ductions, in twelve Months, which induced me to 
ſend others, and I continued to do ſo, till I loſt 
double what I got the firſt Adventure, and was 
kept two or three Years out of my Effects, before 
any Returns came, either in Goods or Remittances z 
and this is the Caſe of A of thoſe People trading 
to any or either of thoſe Parts before ſpecified, few 
or none thriving but ſuch as are concerned and ſhare 
in the Houſes that are fixed at the Settlements afore- 
laid, and Captains of Ships and Super-Cargoes, 
and thoſe that act in Commiſſion for them here 
and abroad, yet the Trade is equally profitable 
to the Nation, for the Money loft by A is got by B, 


a Subject equally with 4 to Great Britain, That 


this Trade is profitable to the Publick, the* it may 
fill our Gazette with a hundred Bankrupts yearly, I 
demonſtrate thus, and humbly apprehend there is at 
leaſt two thouſand Perſons, I might ſay more, in- 
cluding Manufacturers, conſtantly dealing in the 
Manner aforeſaid, who ſhall export on an Average 
590 J. each, they bring home in Return, Specie, or 
tuch Effects as are neceſſary to us, and muſt be pur- 
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chaſed with Money; this, if produced from our 
own Manufactures, is 1,000,000 J. clear Profit per 
Ann. except what is loſt by Bankruptcy aforeſaid, 
which may be th Part. If it ſhould be objected, 
that ſuch a Number of Men, Merchants, that have 
Houſes abroad, and ſuch as act by Commiſſion 
at home, excluded, can't be found that ſhip ſuch 
Quantities as amount to the Value, we may en- 
large the Number, and not furniſh more Bank- 
rupts, becauſe ſome leave off before that happens, 
tho? treſh ones come daily in : Yet I know a Gen- 
tleman that ſhipped 40,000 1. annually to Portu- 
gal, and had his Returns all in Gold, and held it 
for twenty Years ; yet 20,000 J. was not loſt by 
him when he ſtopt; ſo the Kingdom got by him 
only 580,000 l. There are Manufacturers that 
ſhip great Quantities of their own Fabrick to Hol- 
land and elſewhere, and draw immediately upon 
their Efiefts, to their no ſmall Loſs, and they 
chuſe it rather than fell them at home, which ruins 
their Credit, and puts a Stop to their further Tra- 
ding. This frequently happens with Merchants 
who have overſhot themſclves ; they are under a 
Neceſſity of Trading, till a full Stop is put to them, 
rather than ſtop in Time, which moit Men are 
aſhamed to do, 

The Dutch and German Trades are reciprocal, 
Viz, I believe they buy as much from us in our Ma- 
nufactures, as we do of theirs, and tho? the Ex- 
change is againſt us, and great Quantities of Gold 
ts ſent thro? us to Hlollaud, it is not from a Balance 
dne to them from us in Trade, but the Gold is a 
Profit to us, being freighted an Briiiſß Ships from 
abroad for their Account, and pays allo a Com- 
miſſion to the Britiþ Merchants that forward it, 
and the Exchange, tho? againſt us, is, becauſe by 
Amſterdam what Money is wanted to any Part of 
Curie may be igmitted from thence, 
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The Turkey and Italian Trades, tho? carry'd on 
Part with Money and Part with our Manufactures, 
yet have been, and are very uſeful and neceſſary to 
the Publick, the Commodities they bring unmanu- 
factured, employing ſo great a Number of Hands, 
that their Labour, added to the Price of Silk, Sc. 
imported, brings in more Money from abroad, than 
is expended in our Purchaſes of Silk, Sc. infomuch 
that our home Conſumption is all clear Gain to our 
Nation ; therefore Methods it's hoped will be taken 
to propagate thoſe Trades, more eſpecially the 
Turkey Company, who bring in ſome Commodi- 
ties not to be had elſewhere, as Rhubarb, Mohair, 
and their Silk Unthrown, which of Courſe em- 
ploys more Hands to manufacture it; fo it's ne- 
ceſſary the Perſian Traders ſhould be ſtrictly kept 
to their Contract, and ſome Methods taken to im- 
prove the Turtey Trade, ſo that it may become 

rofitable to the Merchants, as well as uſeful to the 
Publick, which I think may be done, tho' it 1s 
broke in upon by the French, (if damning all 
foreign Manufactures of Wool will do it, which I 
ſhall ſhe may be done, when properly call'd upon, 
provided the Wool of the Southern Growth of 
France, and where they have a large Manufacture 
of Woollen Goods be ſuch as that oppoſite to our 
Coaſt is ſaid to be, which none of our Connoiſſieurs 
in Trade have pretended to prove, or that Britiſh or 
1riſþ Wool is mixed with it, as I remember ; which 
might have been known by our Men of Quality in 
their Travels, had that been part of their Specu- 
lation, ) 

As to the Eaſt-India Trade, ſince it muſt be carry*d 
on by us, or given up to our Rivals, France and Hol- 
laud, we ought to cultivate it, more eſpecially if their 
Commodities are of ſuch Demand abroad, as to 
bring more Money home than is expended in their 
Purchaſe in India. This I am inform'd was de- 
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monſtrated by Mr. Eccleſtone befere the Houſe of 
Lords; and I hope bringing their Muſlings into 
wear, as Pve propos'd, will be no Diſſervice, but 
of great Uſe to them, and our Country alſo. 

My Lords, | 

I am now going upon my laſt Calculation, by 
which I ſhall diſcover a Falacy, that all the afore- 
ſaid Authors have ſuppreſſed (if they knew what 
they wrote upon) with a Deſign to {well their Ac- 
count and impoſe upon their Readers, viz. the 
Wool waſted in its Weight, by Waſhing, Combs 
ing, Carding, Scribbling, Cc. they take no no- 
tice of, making their Computation for Labour 
on a Pack of Wool, which ought to have been 
on a Pack of Goods made from Wool, which 
is ſomething more than 4 Difference, for 4 Packs 
of Weol in the Fleece will not make 3 Packs of 
Woolten Goods, reckoning the whole of the Wool 
of Great Britain and Ireland on au Avaridge. But 
firſt Pil prove, as Pve promiſed, what they all of 
them have aſſerted muſt be falſe, if French and 
Dutch Wool is ſuch as is repreſented (as I am apt 
to believe is true) I mean that of their own Growth, 
ior I have been in thoſe Countries 30 odd Fears 


ſince, as allo at Jiege, their Wool is as repreſented. 
by Mr. Mumu, ſome Courle and Sticheled Haired, 


theretore will not mix to any Advantage with ours; 


they ſhould have laid inſtead of our Wool working 


up three of theirs, that three of ours would work 
11) one of Forcign, there indeed might be ſome pre- 
tence, but what tlie, have laid down hath no Founda- 


tion of Truth in it, neither is it poſſible, for in all. 


Caſcs where good and bad Wool are worked toge- 


ther, the Good muſt cover the Bad, fo Shute muſt 


be good Wool, becaulc it covers the Warp or Chane, 

as per Example. 
In the Manufacture of Druggets or Cloth Serges 
the Warp is made of Worſted, which may be 3» 
ch 
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the Shate is made of Woollen Yarn, which in 
Milling covers the Warp, infomuch that was they 
dreſſed as Cloth is it wotild be difficult to diſtinguiſh 
them from Cloth; therefore ſhould one Pack of our 
Wool work up two or three Packs of theirs, ours 
would be entirely a Eofs upon them, for theit 
Courſe; Sc. muſt cover our Fine Wool, ſo our 
Fine would be all lofs, yet the French and Dutch 
have Wool amongſt: them purchaſed from Spain 
will mix with ours in the manner aforeſaid, which 
they buy at 6 d. per Pound and npwards, and may 
be afforded by them cheaper when Manufactured 
with ours; than we can fel}, Labour being ſo much 
cheaper, ſo ought to be prevented as far as we are able. 
As to Wool of our own Growth, I've admitted to 


be 267000 Packs growing in Great Britain, and 


100, ooo for Treland, together 367000, and wiſh 
they may prove fo many, for I muſt confeſs that 


Iam in Opinion I have made too high an Allow- 


ance becauſe 1 would not Be thought to leſſen our 


Growth, for the ſame Reaſon Webber gave why 


he would not put Labour too high. 

From the 367000 Packs of Wool growing in 
the Fleece, I deduct ; per Cent for Winding, 
which is 18350, and reduceth the whole to 348650 


Packs, of which 190,000 is fold as Combing Wool, 


from which in ſorting is caſt out unfit for Combing 
2, 012, 38000, by which Combing Wool is reduced 
to 152000 Packs, which in Waſhing and Comb- 
ing waſtes about 4, viz. 38000, ſo that the Combed 
Wool Manufactured will be 114000 Packs. 

The Cloathing Wool, which after winding Sc. 
is 158650 Packs, to which J muſt add thrown 
from the Combing as unfit for that Buſineſs 38000 
Packs, fo then the Cloathing Wool will be 196650, 
To which I muſt: allo add Noyles that's taken 
from the Combed Wool z, which is 14250, 
makes the Cloathing Wool to be 210900 Packs, 

from 
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from which I muſt deduct + for waſte 527525, that 
reduceth it to 148175 Packs, 

TheſeWools are caſt into various Sorts, which af- 
ter the ſeveral Reductions, ſtands the Manufacturer 
one ſort with another in 8 d. per Pound, for tho? 
the Wool taken from the Paſture and Noyles, and 
alſo ſome Norfolk Wool, &c. may not be worth 
more than 3/. 105. per Pack, yet the Suſſex, 
Hampſhire, Dorſet, Somerſet, Devonſhire Wilts, 
ſome part of Glouceſterſhire, all Wales, Shropſhire, 
Sc. are ſold for 20 or 22 J. per Pack in the Fleece, 
others from 10 or 12 J. to 6 or 8 J. per Pack, are 
rather under than over valued at 8 J. per Pack, af- 
ter the Reductions above. 

As to Combed Wool I throw it into four ſorts, 
as will be ſhewn after I have made the ſeveral De- 
ductions as follows, and give for Labour 6. per 
Head per Annum, which I think is full as much 
as is earned one with another, there being man 
Children employ'd that can't get more then 64. 
per Week. Packs. 


Wool growing 367000 
Deduct for winding 2 8 
5 per Cent. 5 350 
348650 Packs. 
— p 

Of which Combin Cloathing Wool 158650 
Wool, ſo called, Be £90000. A * the a5 
Deduct for Wool — Wool 38009 
caſt out unfit to 58000 caſt out 
Comb. Ditto for Noyles 14259 

| I 52200 8 - 
Ditto for walte ?! 388000 210909 


———— | Dedu& for waſte ? 175 
Combing Wool 114000 Manufacturing 52725 


| — — 158175 


The whole is Cloathing Wool 158175 Packs. 
Combing Wool I 14000 


Total 272175 Packs 


that 
af. 


arer 
tho? 
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I therefore e begin my Calculation with Cloathing Wool, au. 


2 


Packs. J. No. of Hands(Wool & Lab. 
1 817 5]Of Wool at 8/. per Pack] 1265400 | 
* Labour at 16——— pics 1 421800 
_ | 3796200 {———{3796200 
Combing Wool 114000 
Packs. J. 
ooo For Stockings at — 14} 42000 
: Labour at — 8o| 240000 F | 42-00 
28200 — 282000 
zooo Ditto at — — 12 24000 
| Labour at —— —— 60] 120000 * 
| aac Es oo. 
12000|For Norwich at — 10 120000 
Labour at — — 5o| 600000 F |' 20900 
720000 —— 720000 | 
—_— 2 40000 | 
Jon times — 9 
120000 | 
I 60000 f-———| 160000 
1 3o00|For London at—— 10 30000 
180000 TEK 180000 
6000 For Country- made 7 | 
Stuffs — Fog 32000 
Labour —— — 32 192000 
246000 ——— 246000 
2600 Ditto at 82080 
Labour 28 — 121333 
| 936000 936000 
30coo|Ditto at —— 7 210000 
| Labour — —— 22] 66cooo Y [110000 
| | 885000 885000 —| 870000 
28000] Ditto at—————— 6| 165000 
Labour ————- 16| 448000 74666] 
- hy 616000 |———| 616000 
272175 Packs. Labr.5788800 | 1964799}:950200” 


———— — — — 
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N. B. I ſhould have taken off 14250 Packs, 
Noyles which is added to the Cloathing Wool from 
the Combing, but conſidering Part of the Waſte, 
charged upon the Combing is the Noyles aforeſaid, 
and the Combing not waſting ſo much in the fur- 
ther Manufactury, I have taken no Notice of it. 


The Total Account is 
Packs. Labour. Hands employ d. Wool and Labour. 
272175] 5788800/, 964799 7950200 


I divide Labour by the Number of Packs, and 
it gives the Labour of each Pack, on an Avarage, 
about 201, 165. 4d. per Pack. | 


J. 


Which makes Labour and Wool 


collected, and what I have obſerv'd, 
to deduct in this laſt Part of the Ma- 


J ought, according to what I 50 
nufactury 5 per Cent. but have deduc- ( 


1633050 | 
ted but 2 + per Cent. more for Wafte, 
then the Accompt will ſtand thus, 
5 Ä—— —x— 
6317150 
I 000000 


Ditto for Home Confumption 


— 


DO .o — . ˙—˙5Ü . nn 


Remains for Foreign Export — 53171 50 


And as to the Price I've valued Wool at, I am ſure ; 
is not too much, for whatever it waſtes in Waſhin 

and Winding, is not Wool, but Filth, imbib'd in 
the 


(57) 


the Fleece, yet I allow Wool hath bore a better 
Price by 2 d. or 2 d. + per lb. in the Fleece, more 
eſpecially Paſture or Combing Wool, which hath 
encreaſed upon us, by Incloſures, almoſt as much 
as the Demand is lefler*d by Printed Linnens, &sc. 
and I don't fee how it will advance again, unlefs 
the Royal Family, which is large, and occaſions 
many Birth-days, ſhould think proper (at leaſt once 
a Year) to wear Worſted Stuffs, which may be 
Embelliſhed in ſuch a manner as to appear Splen- 
did, and by that means bring them into a Faſhion ; 
and alſo it the Gentlemen would wear Duroys, 
or other Worſted Stuffs during the Summer, and 
on ſuch Birth-days Embelliſhed as aforeſaid, it would 
not only render them Faſhionable at home, but like- 
wiſe in all our Colonies abroad, and would put the 
Manufacturers on emulating or vying with each 
other, as might in a great Meaſure reſtore the uſe 
of that Wool which is moſt heavy on our hands, 
and moſt coveted abroad. 

I am now to beg your Lordſhips Pardon if Pve 
in any wiſe exceeded the bounds I have laid down 
and promiſed to keep to in the beginning of this 
Eſſay, apprehending it may be ſaid that I am warm, 
to which I anſwer (as the Doctor did under the 
Character of the Draper) I. am ſo, and as I think 
with great Juſtice filled with Reſentment againſt 
ſuch as I apprehend, inſtead of promoting the Pub- 
lick Good, which they pretend to, are fomenting 
and raiſing Diſturbances amongſt us; but I had no 
deſign to give Umbrage to any Body of Men, or 
ſingle Man, and am ſorry if the Subject hath led me 
into any unbecoming Expreſſion, I therefore ſhall 
not derogate from the Merit due to any of the Per- 
ſons I may be thought to have been ſevere upon; 
for if Mr. Webber was the firſt that thought of a 
Publick Regiſtry (which undoubtedly is the beſt 
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Method for preventing the Smuggling our Woal 
as aforeſaid) he ought to have the Merit of it and 
alſo be rewarded : But I have heard a Regiſtry is 
an od Thing, and hath been upon or near the 
Coaſts for many Years, how it hath been kept I 
can't account for ; and I will be bold enough to 
ſay Mr. Webber's Scheme is ſuch that cannot be 
fathomed. He propoſing 122 Patentees ſhall be 
named, viz, one for each Country, and they and 
their Heirs to enjoy it for ever, without. providing 
any Sallary either for them, their Succeſſors, 
or their urder Clerks, which muſt be very nume- 
rous, for no Maa is to go any farther than the next | 
Pariſh for his Permi, or any other Matter relating | 
thereto. So that if the Patentees, &c. are to Wark | 
for nothing they may eaſily be ſuppoſed to be liable 
to be corrupted. Bur if ſuch numbers as muſt be em- 
loyed, and the Patentees be well paid for their 
Trouble, which ought to be, or none will accept 
TE of ſuch a Truſt for himſelf and his Heirs, it 
4, would be an inſupportable Tax, if he propoſeth his 
Patentees and Officers ſhould be paid in Propor- 
tion to what he would give his Labourers in the 
Manufactury, for I was told by one of his Friends 
1 if it was left to the Management of the Govern- 
| ment it would require 20000 Hands, therefore I 
imagine he would employ ſo many. 
But in my opinion 150 for Great Britain (which 
js about the Number of Superviſors in the Exciſe) 
and call'd by the Name of Wool Iaſpectors, with 
the help of the Exciſe Officers, which are very nu- 
merous and much at Leiſure at Shear Time, when 
lalting and Brewing are out of Scaſon, will be 
ſufficient to Regiſter all the Wool that is clipt. But 
as a further Aid all the Sheep Shearers may be ad- 
mitted at the Quarter Seſſions preceeding Shear 
Time, aud be Sworn to make a true return of the 
| | | ; number 
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number of Fleeces and Weight, and to whom it be- 
longs, and the Place where houſed, and tranſmit 
4 true Account thereof to the Perſons that may be 
employed by the Government to Regiſter the ſame, 
for which they may be paid 2 d. per Pack, and be 
liable to a Penalty on Fraud. : 

One hundred and fifty more Officers called Super- 
viſors or Inſpectors of the Wool len Manufactury, who 
ſhall not only attend at, but affix the Seal of Proof 
and Quality to every piece of Goods ſo inſpected, 
and tranſmit to the Office aforeſaid an Account, for 
which the Government ſhall receive 2 5s. per Pack: 
But as thoſe Laws canriot be made till rhe fitting 
of Parliament, it is humbly propoſed that a ſhort 
Bill may be brought into the Houſe to make an 
Enquiry into the Produce of the Growth of the 
laſt Year, by which means your Lordſhips will be 
able to judge what's proper to fix the Price to be 
paid per Pack, in ſuch manner as the Crown may 
not ſuffer, nor the Grower oppreſt. 

What I farther propoſed hinting is, what I fear 
may happen, that the neceſſitous Farmer, when there 
is a glut of Wool, as there always will be at Shear 
Time, by bringing 1ri/þ Wool over, as to ren- 
der the Commodity cheaper rather than dearer, 
and how that may be prevented without a Mono- 
poly : But that may be thought of when the Parlia- 
ment ſhall enter upon the Bill. 3% 

My Lords, I can't well diſmiſs this Affair with- 
out taking ſome notice of an Expreſſion dropt from 
Mr. London, relating to the Woollen Manufac- 
ture, tho* he commends the care of the Govern- 
ment in encouraging the Linnen in Freland, and 
aſſerts that all the Manufactures in both Kingdoms 
are not worthy to be mentioned in Competition 
with it, that alone employing more Hands than 
all the other put together; in which I hope he is 
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much. miſtaken. - I ſhall begin therefore with .1e- 
land, if we may gueſs by what comes here, it's 
computed that we have had for ſome Years paſt 
about 20000 Packs of Jriſþ Woollen and Bay 
Yarn, which are ſold on an Average for 10 d. per 
Pound, viz. 120000 J. and that they bring over 
1:iſh Linnens to the amount of 500000 J. Annu- 
ally; fo the Manufacture of Linnen is 4 Times 
the value of the Woollen. I believe the ſame will 


be admitted for North Britain, As to South Britain 


and I/ales, the Caſe is not the ſame as to Linnens, 
tho? we have ſeveral Fabricks of that ſort here too, 
viz, in Lancaſbire, Wales, Warwick, Leiceſter- 

re, and part of Northamptonſhire, as alſo, in 
Suffolk : But we have large Manufactures of Silk, 
300 Weight of which the Golden Fleece (an Au- 
thor of their own) ſaith will give Employment to, 593 
Perſons for the ſame Time that 3 Packs of Wool 
doth to 366: Therefore theſe with our Cottons 
made for Printing, I'm afraid will ballance the 
Woollen, exclufive of Tinn, Copper, Lead, Iron, 
Leather, and the Manufactures from them; as 
alſo all Clock-work, Plate-work, all, manner of 
Toys, whether in Wood, Cabinet-work, Glaſs 
Works, and Buttons and Mancheſter Goods, Sc. 
Therefore your Lordſhips as Guardians of our whole 
Commerce will take care not only to preſerve, but 
improve every Branch of it. 


POSTSCRIPT 


IINCE my ſending this Eſſay to the Prefs, 
there has appear'd the Draper's Reply to ſome 
Remarks on the Conſequences of Trade, which ſeem 
to be taken from my Eſſay, that was wrote 
before the Riſing of the laſt Parliament, and 
would have appeared much ſooner, but was poſt- 
poned by Advice of ſome I eſteemed Friends, to 
whom I ſhew'd it, who told me they thought 
*twas better to ſtifle the Appearance of it, till ſome 
little Time before the Sitting of the preſent z theſe 
Remarks, tho? I have endeavour'd by all Enquiries, 
I can't find out, I ſhould be ſorry if I ſhould ſug- 
geſt wrong, becauſe it's poſſible the Author of them 
may, in ſome din. hon thought in the ſame 
Way I have. 


The Reply, wrote by the Doctor, is much of a 


Piece with his Conſequences, under the Character of 


the Draper, with this Difference only, that he has 


own'd a great Part of what has been charged upon 
him, with Regard: to his Ignorance at Calculation, 


and ſays London and Webber were anſwerable for 


them, tho? I ſhall ſhew the contrary. 
In his Addreſs to the Citizens of Landon, after 


haranguing them upon their Loyalty to their Princo 


and Attachment to the true Church of England, 
the Liberties of the Subject, and their conſtant 
Care in all their Struggles for their juſt Rights as. 
Engliſhmen, tells them that Mr. Webber, by the 


laid Attachments, has reduc'd himſelf to Want, 


and recommends they would, in a publick Capa- 
city, 


| 
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Henne. 
city, raiſe him a Support equal to the Sufferii 80 
he underwent; as he ſays, for their Good, with 
all Men, not in the French Intereſt, ought to con- 
tribute to; then ſays, the late Lord Mayor, mean- 
ing Mr. Parſons, he is well informed would have 
moved it in Council; and if ſo popular a Magiſtrate 
had made ſuch a Motion, none would dare to ob- 
ject againſt it. * * 
Here this Pretender to Knowledge ſhews his Ig- 
norance, as he has done in his Conſequences ; for 
that Gentleman, whoſe Aſhes ſhould not be raked 
into, being in his private Capacity a good-natur'd, 
honeſt Gentlemen was the only one, perhaps, in 
Great-Britain that could be ſuſpected of being in 
the French Intereſt, having peculiar Favours gran- 
ted him from that Court, which never was con- 
ferred upon any Citizen of London before: Indeed, 
he had the Misfortune, (with the Doctor in his 
Calculations) in his firſt Mayoralty, by Calcula- 
tion and Computation to declare two Sheriffs 
elected; which upon Examination, the Court of 
Aldermen ſet aſide, and confirm'd thoſe he had 
rejected. Again, he doth not conſider the Attach- 
ment of the People he applys to, who have late- 
ly conferred Honours upon one who has been 
charged in Publick as a Favourer of the Smugglers 
of Wool, upon no other Reaſon but that they may 
keep him firm to their Party. Neither can it 
be ſuppos'd, that Sir John, however he may have 
been influenced by Party Prejudice, or averſe 
to Smuggling our Wool (as 1 hope and believe 
he is) will ever give his Vote to paſs an Act, to put 
it in the Power of any one Man, or Number of 
Men, to ſet up a Bubble, by which our Country 
may be cheated of many Millions, tho* recom- 


mended by a Doctor of the Church of England, 
| | who 
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who ſcandalizes his Order by his extravagant Ex- 
aggerations, and vile Prevarications, which he now 
endeavours to put on Mebber and London, tho? hath 
paſſed them in a different Manner on the Publick 
in his Conſequences, as followeth, p. 32, in his Poſt- 


ſcript. * I ſhould think alſo that common Mode- 


ſty ſhould be a reaſonable Method to diſtruſt, in 
all Caſes that are not very clear, for as much as 
it may commonly be ſuppos'd that an Author 
writing upon a Subject ſo little underſtood, and 
where he might expect ſo much Oppoſition, to 
be a better Mafter of it, than a Perſon, who, 
perhaps, never thought of it before, and paſſes 
Judgment extempore : What Diſcouragements 
are theſe Inſtances to ſuch as are willing to write 
in the Service of their King and Country ; equally 
abſurd are thoſe who are in ſuch violent Pain for 
fear the Calculations ſhould be ſet too high, when 
they are convinc'd they are high enough to ruin 


us.“ In Calculations of this Nature, it's abſo- 


Jutely impoſſible to be perfectly accurate, becauſe 
the Facts upon which they are grounded, cannot be 
certainly aſſerted, tho? the oftener, and the more 
I think of them, am convinc'd they are rather ſet 
too low; beſides, he has added to ſome of Lon- 
don's Calculations ſome Things not to be found in 
his Book. | 

In Page 19, of his Book, quoted by me in the 
Eſſay, where I have ſaid, that Ireland might be 
eaſily overcome by the Aſſiſtance of France, c. 
occaſion*d by our oppreſſing them, Leſt he ſhould 
cavil at my taking his Meaning, without his Words 
exactly copy*d, I here give it in his own Words: 
In Ireland there are three, if not four, Papiſts to 
* one Proteſtant, not divided as formerly, and 
headed by the Chiefs of different Parties, = 
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all fighting againſt one another; thoſe Heads 
are now no more, and thoſe Parties are united, 
and all in ſuch a State, that they would think 
any Change deſirable : They are at preſent in- 
deed without Arms or Military Knowledge, but 
France and Spain have 15000 of their Country- 
men, who may both carry them Arms, and teach 
© them the Uſe of them : And the miſerable Con- 
* dition of that Nation, which may make it fo 
© eaſy for France to gain them over to her Intereſt, 
has been owing to a moſt ſtupid Piece of Eng- 
 lifþ Policy, dictated by Avarice and Jealouſy. 
© The ſeven Letters above-mention'd demonſtrate, 
© that we have been injuring our ſelves by cramp- 
© ing and diſtreſſing them.“ Whether this be nat 
High Treaſon, let bim appeal to the Tryal of Alger- 
non Sidney, and I then fancy he need not be afraid 
to go into Smithfield 3 but muſt acknowledge, if he's 
not drawn upon a Sledge to Tyburn, it's owing en- 
tirely to the Lenity of the Government, 

Then canting firſt, and bullying afterwards, that 
he had rather die in the Field of Battle, than live 
in the Terror of Exile; and ſays, he has not the 
leaſt Diſlike to the Miniſtry, any farther than he 
has receiv*'d Perſonal Diſobligations from them; 
and as Cato ſaid of Cæſar, Let the Miniſtry pre- 
ſerve the Kingdom, and the Draper is their Friend, 
either to Vote, or, as Mr. London ſaid to Si 
2, to write for them. Its all one to me, as 
to my own Perſonal Views, who is in the Admi- 
ſtration. I have no Expectations from either; if 
J had, I would ſacrifice them all to the Common 
Welfare. I never will belong to any Party ; the 
Good of the Publick is the only Cauſe which I 
eſpouſe : And were my own Father at the Head of 
the Adminiſtration, I wou'd oppoſe him in any 
| Meaſures 
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Meaſures I apprehended to be oppoſite to the 
Good of the Community. This is a fine Decla- 
ration, but the Dy. is full of them throughout his 
tohole Libel, ſo not to be regarded. 

He relates, in Page 9, the filly Story of the 
Letter to Mr, Webber from his Servant, who aſ- 
ſerts he had it from Count : That it would 
be to no Purpoſe to purſue his Scheme; for it 
was ſtipulated that France ſhould have what Wool 
ſhe had occaſion for from EZng/and ; and to give 
him ſomething of a better Character than a Jour- 
neyman Comber, has now made him ride in his 
Coach and Six; yet Munn mentions no ſuch 
Perſons, except at Aberville, and thoſe are the Yan 
Robis, who ſettled there long before WYebber's 
Memory, 

Page 11, in the Remarks. Suppoſing there be a 
N Stipulation or Contract with France for our 

00], in Conſideration of ſome equivolent Services, 
we judge much more favourable of the Conduct or 
the Miniſtry than this pretended Friend the Remarker 
does; for if the Exportation of our Wool be fo 
great a Calamity as he acknowledges it to be, 
if there be an abſolute neceſſity of ſtopping it, if 
ſome more effectual Law be wanting, why was not 
ſome Law enacted 20 Years ago; why have we 
given away ſo many Millions to our Enemies, which 
have enabled them to take the Ballance of Power 
out of our Hands, to inſiſt, to demand, and pre- 
ſcribe Laws to all Europe : Has this vaſt Comple- 
ment been made to France without ſome Advan- 
tage in return? The Remarker ſuppoſes the Mx 
deliberately intended the Ruin of his King and 
Country: But as 'tis poſſible for the wiſeſt Politi- 
clan to be miſtaken, it was better upon the whole, 
to conſent to their having our Trade than by keeping 


it ourſelves, and provoke them to Quarrel with us: 
This 


FOSTSCREIPET 


This was only an Error in Judgment, and what- 
ever the Remarker may think, I am more inclined 
to judge thus favourable of his Intentions from the 
Language of his avowed Friends. This I think like 
the reſt of the Doctors villainous Prevarications, and 
ſeandalous way of abuſing the Miniſter, making him 
a Betrayer of his Country, and his avowed Friends 
the greateſt Ideots, however in Politicks, for it's well 
known every Nation has a Right to ſettle their 
ern Commerce, without giving Umbrage to any other 
State whateve.”. 

Page 3. Says any Man that makes the Calcu- 
lations of the Growth of Wool low {by which I ſup- 
poſe he means not ſo high as be does) writes like an 
Enemy to his Country, then gives up his own A- 
bilities at Computations, #hs* he has eſpouſed then 
in the Draper, and charges them all profeſſedly taken 
from Mr. London; then refers to London's Anſwer 
to the Remarks in the London Magazine for Auguſt 
laſt, which ſeems to be a Panegyrick wrote betwixt 
the Doftor and London upon themſelves, but indeed he 
bas introduced two Methods of Calculation, by which 
he would make it appear the Growth of Wool of Great 
Britain and Ireland amounts io more than 1500,000 
Packs per Aunum : In one be ſuppoſes the People of 
Great Britain nnd Ireland eat ch with another one 
Pound of Mutton Weekly, the” he has made 2000,000 
of People in England and Wales only upon the Pariſh 
Books, 5; part of which are old, and Children unfit for 
Labour. The Inhabitants of Ireland are + if not 4th 
Roman Catholicks ; 19 ont of 20 (not living bet. 
ter than the Negroes in our Plantations) and ma- 
ny of them don't eat a Pound of Mutton in a Year, 
therefore it may be fairly computed they don't eat one 
with another + of Pound Weekly, which on a fair 
Reckoning, will uo make ſo many Packs as I have 
dune. 

But 


POSTSCRIPT. 


But before I proceed farther on this Calculation, I 
beg Leave to finiſh with my Dr. in which I'll be 
as ſhort as I can, and then proceed with Regard to 
the Calculation, Could any Man but him, this 
Man, under a facred Character, who is no Fool, 
therefore muſt be a K, have dared to declare, 
Page 27, in the Draper, that he writes from Con- 
viction ? viz, But I call God to witneſs, that I write 
from full Conviction, and with the moſt upright 
Intention, not from any Perſonal Diſobligations, 
or with any Party Views; I am entirely ſatisfy'd, 
that the King and the Nation muſt unavoidably be 
undone, unleſs an immediate Stop be put to the 
Exportation of our Wool, and that nothing but a 
univerſal Regiſtry in Charter can effectually do it: 
I gave a Hint, that this honeſt and ingenious Pro- 
jector ſeems to be raiſed up by a particular Act of 
Providence, to ſave us from Ruin: He has 
found out what no-body could contrive, tho* many 
have rack*d their Invention ever ſince Queen li- 
zabell's Time; and this Scheme is far, very far, 
(to my own Knowledge I ſpeak it) from being all 
that he can propoſe to the Government for the In- 
tereſt of his Majeſty, and the Welfare of the Com- 
munity : In ſhort, 1 never yet convers'd with any 
one who ſeems to me to underſtand Trade and 
Commerce in general ſo well, or how to improve 
the Trade or Intereſt of the Kingdom in particu- 
lar, and I never yet met with his Superior, hardly 
his Equal, in Integrity; he was told, that he would 
but once repent his not coming into the Propoſals 
that have been made him; but not the two hundred 
Millions that we might have ſaved by keeping our 
Wool at home, nor more than twice that Sum, 
which France has acquir'd by getting it: Nothing 
can make him repent his having endeavour'd to 
fave his King and Country from Ruin, 

K 2 All 


OSS CRIPSPT 


All which is wrote to juſtify a ſilly Story, told 
by him, Page 23, in the ſame Book where he tells 
you Webber was offered 20000 J. and his Statue 
erected at Blactwell- Hall; is it poſſible to ſuppoſe 
this Gentleman (for ſo I muſt call him, whilſt he is 
poſſeſs d of his Habit) could imagine this was ſaid 


any otherwiſe than by way of Sneer ? Doth he 
know any Body that will buy, what is call'd in low 


Life, a Pig in a Poke, or, rather @ Poke with- 
out a Pig? Yet he carries it further, after declar- 
ing the extraordinary Knowledge of Mr. Web- 
ber, as before recited, that the ſaid Y/ebber would 
not repent refuſing thoſe Propoſals as above. 
Monſtrum horrendum ! Can this Man be ſaid to be 
a Lover of his Country,that will ſuffer it to loſe two 
hundred Millions, and that Nation he eſteems her 
Enemy to gain more than twice the Sum, and {till 
keep the Thing a Secret, What he means by a 
Saving his King and Country from Ruin, I can't 
imagine, unleſs it be him at Avignon he means ; 
where ſeveral, who have made as large Profeſſions 
to the Love of the King and Country as the Dr. hath, 
have made their Aſſylum. He finds Fault with ſuch 
as differ from him, and calls them Republicans, &c. 
tho* the People who eſpouſe him, and ſome of 
which he quotes in his Writings, are full of the 
Panegyrical Letters in Favour of Oliver Cromwell, 
&c. to wit, the Daily Poſt, the Champion, Craft/- 
man, and Common Senſe, He endeavours to ex- 
cuſe himſelf, by ſaying, he has not excited the 
People to Rebellion. What he has prevail'd upon 
them to do, is only to make Remonſtrances. Let 
him look back to 1641, and he'll find, that ſuch 
like Remonſtrances, ſpirited up by Mr. Webber's 
ever faithful Citizens of London to the Crown, 
brought the Royal Martyr to the Block. - 
Dn” 0 


POSTSCRIPT 


To proceed to their Calculation, I have exa- 
mined ; and allowing for Great Britain and Ireland 
the Number of Inhabitants, Men, Women, and 
Children, to be twelve Millons, which I believe is 
more than can fairly be admitted ; therefore allow- 
ing 4 of a Pound of Mutton per Head per Week 
for 3 of them, the Remainder being aged, or Chil- 
dren, and Catholicks in Ireland, Sc. it then ap- 
pears there is no more than 356200 Packs of Wool 
growing in Great Britain and Ireland: But theſe 
Gentlemen make no Standard for any Computa- 
tion, at leaſt for the laſt; therefore it would be 
neceſſary they ſhould conſult their Books, and learn 
what is proper to be exhibited to the Publick, be- 
fore they do it with ſuch Effrontory. I think the 
Dr, in his Reply to the Remarks, has aſſerted, that 
more than 4. of the 1500, ooo Packs they have ſaid 
we grew laſt Year, France had already got. Had 
they known the Tonage of a Pack of Wool, they 
would have found the Shipping to carry that Quan- 
tity, muſt, in a manner, have cover*d the Sea, it 
requiring near $000 Ships of one hundred Tons 
each to have carry'd it over; yet few or none of 
theſe have been diſcover'd. 


—— 
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AGE z. Line 37, for tototaly read totally, P. 4.1. q, for 

near thing read any thing near. P. 5. lines 16 and 17, for 
Herford read Hereford. P. 5. 1. 22, for thereby read thoroughly. 
P. 9. lines 19 and 22, for 45,0000 read 450, ooo. P. 9. I. 32, 
for Regiſter read Regiſtry. P. 9. 1. 34. for produces read produ- 
ced. P. 14. I. 12, for Regifter read Regiſtry. P. 14. I. 21, for 
Regifter read Regiſtry. P. 18. Line the laſt, for 933956 read 
954799. P. 19. Il. 15, read be after muſt. P. 26. 1. 28, for 
Nogles read Noyles. P. 34. I. 29, for 100 J. read 100 Sheep. 
P. 36. I. 23, after Remainger read wiz. 750, c %% P. 44. I. zo, 
for Exvaſion read E vaſon. P. 45. |. 33, for Eurepes read Ex- 


rope. 
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